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Big  changes  ahead  for  Christianity  in  North  Korea 


PYONGYANG.  North  Korea 
—  When  Kim  H  Sung  died  earlier 
this  year,  so  did  the  only  god  most 
North  Koreans  believed  in.  The 
messiab  of  “The  Land  that  Time 
Forgot”  was  gone  forever;  but 
they  did  not  want  to  let  him  go. 

Their  sorrow  was  understand¬ 
able.  Kim  II  Sung  was  a  god  to 
the  people  of  his  “Hermit  King¬ 
dom.”  For  46  years,  he  was  the 
absolute  king  of  his  half  of  the 
peninsula.  His  subjects  had  been 
told  tluougb  a  massive  propagan¬ 
da  campaign  that  be  was  all  wise, 
all  knowing,  but  now  he  was  gone 
and  the  people  were  lost  wi^out 
him. 

The  personality  cult  built  up 
around  Kim  n  Sung  and  his  son, 
Kim  Jung  II,  made  the  ones  creat¬ 
ed  for  Mao,  Stalin,  and  Hitler 
seem  tame  by  comparison. 

But  now,  as  the  transfer  of 
power  to  Kim  Jung  II  —  the 
“Dear  Leader”  —  appears  to  be 
almost  complete,  many  of  the 
pet^le  are  aware  that  a  heart-stop¬ 
ping  change  is  about  to  take  place. 
Their  leaders  began  talks  with 
American  representatives  in 
Pyongyang  and  Berlin  on  Sept. 
10,  discussions  that  could  begin 
the  way  to  normalization  of  rela¬ 
tionships  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  who  have  distrusted  each 
other  totally  since  the  Korean  war 
back  in  the  ’SOs.  It  was  a  war  that 
left  the  two  Koreas  in  ruins  and 
up  to  3  million  people  were  dead. 

Why  Now? 

The  United  States  has  never 
had  diplomatic  relations  with 
North  Korea  since  its  founding  as 
a  communist  state  in  1948,  so 


North  Korea  watchers  have  won¬ 
dered  why  the  country  is  now 
eager  to  be  fitiends  witti  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  We  discovered  Aat  this 
was  because  die  coun^  has  been 
devastated  by  the  worst  crop  fail¬ 
ure  of  its  histOTy.  The  government 
has  Hied  a  $500  million  claim 
with  a  group  of 
insurers  in  Europe  = 

and  Australia  after 
cold  weather,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  six  weeks 
of  drought  and  then  ^ 

floods,  virtually  V 

wiped  out.  much  of 
the  rice  and  maize 
crops.  y 

I  was  in  North  X 

Korea  with  David 
Cho,  a  Korean  Chris-  ^ 
tian  leader  who  had  > — , 

paved  the  way  for  VX 

the  visits  to  the 
Democratic  People’s 
Republic  of  Korea  / 

for  BiUy  Graham  and  ^ 

Jimmy  Carter,  the 
latter  whose  visit 

could  have  saved  a  _ 

nuclear  conflagration  *“|H||||||||| 
in  dus  the  last  holdout 
of  the  Cold  War. 

It  was  interesting  that  a  delega¬ 
tion  of  Christians  would  be  so 
warmly  welconred  and  well  treat¬ 
ed  by  a  land  that,  at  one  time,  was 
anydung  but  friendly  to  its  own 
believers. 

Cho,  a  70-year-old  fonner 
Presbyterian  minister  who  was 
bom  in  Nordi  Korea  and  met  Kim 
n  Song  on  diree  occasions,  said, 
“Nmth  Korea  is  now  coming  to  a 
very  crucial  time  in  its  history. 
Big  changes  will  come  very  soon, 
because  of  the  normalization  of 


By  Dan  Wooding 

relationship  between  the  United 
States  and  North  Korea.” 

Cho  said  (xre  of  those  changes 
would  be  the  (qjening  up  of  N(^ 
Korea  to  Christianity.  At  present 
there  are  only  three  diurcbes  tqren 
—  all  in  Pyongyang  —  and  500 
“official”  b^e  churches  in  North 
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Korea,  with  a  further  200,000 
believers  who  meet  in  secret  in 
homes  across  the  country. 

“Many  of  them  are  tte  descetr- 
dants  of  pastors  and  elders  who 
fled  the  country  at  die  end  of  the 
Korean  war,”  hie  said. 

He  point^  out  that  ^ongyang 
was  once  the  center  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  in  the  Orient.  “Between  1907 
and  1910,  there  was  a  great 
revival  in  Korea,”  he  told  me. 
“There  were  2,000  churches  in  the 
country  and  70  in  Pyongyang. 
There  was  a  Christian  university 


and  hospital  in  the  dty  and  Ruth 
Graham,  the  wife  of  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham,  even  attended  a  school  there 
for  the  children  of  missionaiies.” 

This  news  shows  bow  fragile 
freedom  can  be  for  the  church! 

Cho  ejqilained  that,  in  his  later 
years,  Kim  II  Sung,  who  was 
raised  in  a  Christian 

- .1  home,  had  shown  a 

great  interest  in  Chris¬ 
tianity.  "When  I 
attended  bis  82nd 
birthday  celebration  in 
January,  Kim  J1  Song 
even  asked  me  to  say 
the  ‘grace’  before  we 
■  started  eating,”  be  said. 

Kim  II  Sung  also 
'  spoke  with  Billy  Gra- 

hrun  about  Christianity 
1^  and  even  revealed  that 

,  -  be  had  built  a  Protes- 

!A  tant  cfaordi  in  the  ca|H- 

tal  in  honor  of  his 
bom-again  mother. 

For  Michael  Little 
of  the  Christian  Broad¬ 
casting  Network 
(CBN),  it  was  an 
mml  encouraging  trip.  He 
was  able  to  open  dis¬ 
cussions  with  U  Won  Taek,  gen¬ 
eral  director  of  Studio  S.E.K.,  the 
country’s  premier  animatioti  stu¬ 
dios,  on  the  possibility  that,  when 
normalization  with  the  U.S.  is 
completed,  they  might  do  anima¬ 
tion  based  on  biblical  characters 
and  themes  for  CBN. 

He  also  met  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  North  Korean  State  Tele¬ 
vision  to  discuss  the  possibility  of 
their  eventually  showing  a  Kore- 
an-langnage  version  of  the 
“Superbook”  series,  CBN  News, 
and  other  programming.  This  is 


being  considered  by  state  TV 
leaders. 

'*Tlicre  Are  No  ProUems” 

It  was  fascinating  to  bear  one 
TV  executive,  who  had  viewed  a 
Christian  TV  show  that  was  made 
in  the  Philippines  and  featured  a 
coiq>le  who  had  experienced  mar¬ 
riage  problems,  became  divorced, 
and  tnen  were  reconciled.  “We 
couldn’t  show  that  in  our  coun¬ 
try,”  be  said  in  all  seriousness 
during  a  meeting  with  Little.  “We 
have  no  divorce  or  problems  in 
our  country.  We  believe  that  the 
family  is  tike  a  cell.” 

Prayer  should  also  be  our 
response  to  the  people  of  North 
Korea.  Billy  GnAam,  who  along 
with  his  son  Ned  were  Kim  II 
Sung’s  guests  in  North  Korea  on 
two  occasions  and  had  extended 
private  discussions  with  hiru,  first 
in  1992  and  then  in  January  of 
1994,  said:  “I  encourage  people 
arourid  the  world  to  pray  for  the 
people  of  North  Korea,  and  for 
their  leader,  as  well  as  for  the 
people  and  leadership  of  South 
Korea  during  this  time  of  transi¬ 
tion,  that  lasting  peace  may  come 
to  that  troubled  peninsula.” 

A  god  has  died  in  North  Korea 
—  arid  another  appears  not  to  be 
too  well.  When  gods  die,  temples 
start  to  crumble.  Are  we  witness-^ 
ing  the  end  of  an  era  in  North 
Korea?  Yes,  I  believe  we  are  and 
it  could  be  replaced  with  a  Christ¬ 
ian  revival  on  a  scale  of  the  neigh¬ 
boring  south. 

Wooding  is  one  of  the  first 
U.S.-based  journalists  to  visit 
North  Korea  since  the  funeral 
of  Kim  n  Sung  on  July  11. 


The  new  freedom  blowing  through  Eactem  Europe 
doesn’t  mean  the  battle  for  religious  liberty  has  been  won, 
according  to  leaders  who  addressed  more  than  3J200  Bq>tists 
&om  41  countries  at  the  European  BiqXist  Federation’s  1994 
congress  in  Lilliehammer,  Norway.  Many  speakers  said  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  has  steadily  improved,  but  contentious  rela¬ 
tions  continue  in  countries  with  state  churches  where  Btp- 
tists  are  usually  in  the  minority.  Theo  Angelov,  president  of 
Bulgarian  Baptists  and  a  federation  vice-president,  said  his 
country’s  government  works  so  closely  with  the  Bulgarian 
Orthodox  Church  that  government  ^es  posing  as  Biqrtists 
were  sent  to  infiltnlte  the  federation’s  previous  congress  in 
Budapest.  Hungary.  Edwin  Carvana,  pastor  of  a  Baptist 
church  on  the  island  of  Malta  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  said, 
“(Roman)  Catholics  are  trying  to  stop  Baptist!  growth.  When 
we  deal  with  a  devout  Catholic  in  government,  it  can  be  like 
a  stick  stuck  between  the  spokes'of  a  wheel  and  we  have 
problems.’’ 


?  JF  ?  4  ■  ^  ■ 


10  years  ago 


More  than  ^300  Albanians  so  far  have  come  to  know 
Christ  in  an  ongoing  Soudiem  Baptist-led  intenuuional  effort 
to  bring  the  gospel  to  this  formerly  —  and  possibly  future  — 
“forbidden  country.”  The  project  is  a  shared  vision  of  die 
Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Commission,  Cooperative 
Services  International  (CSI)  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Kfission  Board,  and  Campos  Crusade  for  Christ  in  Albania. 
The  project  includes; 

—  Sixteen  CSI  workers  on  two-ybar  assignments, 
charged  with  long-term  followup  and  church  (Wanting. 

—  Brodierhood  volunteers  to  coordinate  base  camps  and 
provide  meals. 

In  this  Eastern  European  country  of  3.3  million  people, 
evangelicals  are  in  a  race  with  Muslims  to  fill  die  spiritual 
void  left  by  decades  (rf  offkially-saiKtianed  adieism.  “I  feel 
like  the  country  will  close  within  three  to  four  years,”  said 
one  resident  wmker,  citing  a  possible  return  to  communism 
or  the  establishment  of  an  Islamic  republic. 


Care  Critters,  an  eight-member  puppet  team  from  Calvary 
Church,  Lamar  Association,  returns  from  4  Montana  mission 
tr^,  where  they  taught  two  daily  Backyard  Bible  Qubs  and 
performed  puppet  shows  at  evening  revival  services. 


20  years  ago 


Churches  across  south  Miasissi|^  accept  the  invitation 
from  ^KWam  Carey  College  in  Hattiemurg  to  be  a  part  of 
the  school’s  unique,  14-hour  foreign  missions  emphasis  for 
youths,  young  adults,  and  lay  leaders. 


50  years  ago 


Immanuel  Church,  Natchez,  becomes  the  third  Baptist 
church  in  the  city  when  it  begins  services  with  seven  chrmer 
members  and  immediately  votes  to  support  the  Southern 
Baptist  Cooperative  Program. 
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The  FRAGMEf 


In  a  few  weeks  we  will  gather 
lor  the  1 59tli  session  of  the  Mis- 
si.ssippi  Baptist  Convention.  We 
do  well  to  pause  Ibr  a  moment 
;ind  consider  the  historical  signifi¬ 
cance  of  our  Convention  and  how 
it  has  helped  to  mold  our  state.  To 
Ignore  history  is  to  imperil  the 
future. 

Roy  Collum,  MBCB  evange¬ 
lism  director  for  more  than  10 
years,  retired  in  1981.  He  gave 
The  Baptist  Record  library  a 
book  by  T.C.  Schilling,  Abstract 
History  of  the  Mississippi  Asso¬ 
ciation  From  1806  to  1%6.  Col¬ 
lum  had  once  pastored  at  Liberty 
in  southwest  Mississippi  and  was 
quite  familiar  with  the  Mississippi 
Association. 

Schilling’s  book  chronicles  the 
early  years  of  Baptists.  Richard 
Curtis  Sr.,  and  a  few  others  settled 
on  Cole’s  Creek  north  of  Natchez 
in  1798  and  soon  had  a  church 
there.  They  called  it  Salem.  Two 
years  later.  New  Hope  Church  in 
Adams  County  and  Bethel  Church 
in  Wilkinson  County  were  orga¬ 
nized,  followed  by  New  Provi¬ 
dence  (1803)  and  Ebenezer 
(1806),  both  in  Amite  County. 

The  process  of  forming  a  state 
convention  faded  in  and  out  until 
the  present  Convention  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  1836.  The  Convention 


met  at  Galilee  Church. 

“Satisfaction  was  expressed” 
that  Adoniram  Judson  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  translation  of  tlie  Bible 
into  the  Burman  language.  Con¬ 
sideration  was  given  to  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  Judson  Female  lastitute 
and  the  Southwestern  Religious 
Luminary,  edited  by  Ashleyi 
Vaughn  at  Washington,  Miss., 
was  endorsed.  '  , 

The  group  apparently  consid¬ 
ered  three  things  to  be  of  prime 
importance:  missions,  Christian 
education,  and  the  newspaper. 

We  haven’t  varied  too  much 
from  these  priorities  in  the  years 
that  have  followed.  Check  the 
budget  —  missions,  Christian 
education,  and  media  support  are 
still  vital  in  Mississippi  Baptist 
work. 

For  the  next  60  years,  the  Con¬ 
vention  had  no  paid  employees, 
but  they  did  have  a  president,  a 
recording  secretary,  and  a  treasur¬ 
er.  In  1895  the  Convention  met  at 
Hazlehurst  and  elected  T.J.  Bailey 
as  “statistical  secretary.”  (He 
would  also  serve  as  editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record.)  A.J.  Miller  suc¬ 
ceeded  him  the  following  year 
and  served  for  seven  years.  He 
was  followed  by  S.G.  Cooper 
from  1903-1915;  J.B.  Lawrence, 
1916-1921;  and  W.T.  Tull  until 


1925.  Apparently  the  job  descrip¬ 
tion  was  changed  in  1925,  and 
R.B.  Gunter  became  secretary- 
treasurer  until  1939.  D.A. 
“Scotchie”  McCall  served  for  1 1 
years  thereafter;  Chester  (Quarles 
was  chosen  and  .served  until  1968. 
Doug  Hudgins  served  from  1969- 
74;  Earl  Kelly  then  served  for  the 
next  16  years.  Bill  Causey  has 
served  since  1989. 

Reading  the  list  of  pastors,  one 
convention  president  brings  a  lot 
of  pride  and  fond  memories.  How 
can  we  forget  Bryan  Simmons, 
Frank  Moody  Purser  of  Oxford, 
George  H.  Gay  of  Ripley,  A.B. 
Pierce  of  Kosciusko,  or  J.  Reese 
Rogers  of  Salem,  S.R.  Woodson 
of  Columbia,  Wyatt  Hunter  of 
McComb,  or  Qarence  Cutrell  of 
Calhoun  City,  W.L.  Meadows  of 
Quitman?  —  and  the  list  could  go 
on  for  pages. 

Perhaps  I’m  not  alone  in  this, 
but  to  me,  those  names  spell 
integrity,  faith,  and  a  loyalty  to 
Christ  and  his  church.  Today’s 
preachers  could  also  be  added.  Let 
this  also  be  said  in  the  future, 
when  they  write  of  those  serving 
today.  The  state  convention  has 
been  valued  by  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  for  over  a  century  a^  a  half. 
The  1994  Convention  will  also  be 
important 


^^Deliver  the  poor  and  needy...^^ 

Observe  World  Hunger  Day,  Oct.  9 


By  C.  Ben  Mitchell 


fllMlTOtMP'COm- 

AUGUST  1  -4,  1  995  lUENOS  AIRES,  ARGENTINA 
Celebrate  Christ:  The  Hope  of  the  WorLi! 


According  to  God’s  Word,  one 
priority  of  l^gs  and  judges  is  to 
relieve  the  poor,  needy,  and 
oppressed.  Tte  least  advantaged 
and  the  most  vulnerable  stand  in 
need  of  the  greatest  protection 
against  those  who  would  exploit 
or  neglect  them. 

Such  is  still  the  business  of 
government.  Most  importantly, 
however,  it  is  a  first-order  busi¬ 
ness  of  ihe  people  of  God.  The 
apostle  James  reminds  us  that 
mini.stry  to  the  oppms.sed  and  vul¬ 
nerable  is  the  essence  of  true  reli¬ 
gion  (James  1:27). 

(Thristians  have  at  least  a  three¬ 
fold  responsibility  to  the  impover¬ 
ished.  First,  we  are  obliged  to  pro¬ 
vide  direct,  personal  ministry  to 
the  hungry  and  poor.  Too  many 
churches  are  feeding  themselves. 
Too  many  churches  are  attending 
only  to  their  own  interests.  To  the 
degree  that  churches  cease  to  min¬ 
ister  to  the  poor  and  needy,  they 
oppress  them.  Instead,  we  are 
ewed  to  be  Samaritan  Christians 
who  reach  out  to  others.  And  we 
must  do  so  with  a  view  toward 
ministering  to  the  whole  person. 


Food  for  the  stomach  and  meat  for 
the  soul  should  be  served  up 
through  feeding  ministries,  clothes 
closets,  work  programs,  alterna¬ 
tive  bousing  (^rportunities,  urban 
church  planting,  etc.  We  should,  in 
the  wo^  of  tte  BqHist  Faith  and 
Message,  “work  to  provide  for  the 
orphaned,  the  needy,  the  aged,  the 
helpless,  and  the  sick.”  Rescuing 
the  poor  arxl  needy  demands  com¬ 
passionate  hearts  and  spiritual 
insight. 

Second,  Christians  have  a 
responsibility  to  call  on  elected 
officials  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  poor  and  hungry  and  break 
down  barriers  that  keep  the  church 
from  providing  ministry.  When 
the  church  is  to  be  the  church, 
ministry  becomes  a  priority.  Gov- 
enunent  must  not  so  restrict  the 
churches  that  they  are  unable  to 
focus  on  “doing  tte  Word.”  Gov¬ 
ernment  must  not  so  restrict’m’ 
financially  burden  its  citizenry  that 
they  are  unable  to  assist  in  serving 
the  needs  of  others,  too. 

Third,  Christians  must  elect 
national  leaders  who  have  both  a 
heart  of  compassion  for  the  most 


vulnerable  in  our  society  and  who 
understand  the  prt^r  role  of  gov¬ 
ernment  in  delivering  the  poor 
and  needy.  Even  thou^  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  is  not  a  theocracy  like 
ancient  Israel,  we  have  a  national 
responsibility  to  our  citizens, 
especially  those  who  are  being 
ravaged  by  poverty  and  hunger. 
Elected  officials  should  be  sensi¬ 
tive  to  community,  state,  national, 
and  global  needs.  They  should 
work  for  legislation  that  will  be 
iiKentives  for  honest  labor,  soci¬ 
etal  justice,  and  compassionate 
care,  at  the  same  lime,  refusing  to 
create  an  underclass  dependent  on 
government  assistance.  Citizen 
Christians  have  a  duty  to  God  and 
to  other  persons  to  help  elect  lead¬ 
ers  who  will  justly  protect  and 
defend  the  interests  of  the  least 
advantaged  of  our  society. 

As  your  church  observes 
World  Hunger  Day,  pray,  minis¬ 
ter,  and  witness  with  a  view 
toward  delivering  the  poor  and 
needy. 

Mitdiell  is  consultant  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission. 


Strange  things  in  the  maii 


They  come  from  the  lower  48 
and  several  foreign  countries: 
warnings,  threats,  suggestions, 
buy  or  sell,  pay-me-now  or  pay- 
me-later  ideas  that  cross  the  de^ 
of  every  editor. 

“We’ve  had  enough  debate, 
enough  speeches,  enough  talk! 
Shame!  Tte  time  has  come  to  act. 
Pray,  vote,  plan  to  win...  The 
eiqmit  of  pet  food  is  skyrodeeting 
and  Mississippi  is  pois^  to  get  a 
good  share.” 

“The  Wheaties  approach  to 
Christianity”  is  good  enough  for 
“Bany  Biceps”  and  “Betty  Beau¬ 
tiful”  but  does  not  dare  the  men¬ 
tion  of  integrity....  “PS  loves  PW” 
drew  my  attention  but  it  meant 
“Paul-Silas  loves  Praise-Wor¬ 
ship.”  One  news  relea.se  tells  of  a 
pastor  who  will  use  “44  live 
domestic  and  exotic  animals”  to 
illustrate  stories  for  children. 


“It  isn’t  going  to  happen  unless 
lawyers  do  it”  has  to  do  with  the 
courts,  laws,  and  judges  in  re^ct 
to  child  abuse...  then  a  letter 
reminded  me  of  the  “rare  man 
who  has  more  business  than  he 
can  attend  to,  never  has  time  to 
attend  to  anybixly  else’s.” 

And  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
defines,  “Forgiveness  u  when  you 
leave  your  dad’s  haiKuaw  out  in 
the  rain,  and  be  says  it  was  rusty 
anyway.”  Then  a  poor  man  who 
believes  he  is  God  wrote,  “Upon 
the  demise  of  my  Son  (I  am 
immortal  and  cannot  die)  many 
mongrels  will  emerge...” 

Laws  not  ycl  written:  “If  there 
are  two  events  of  importance,  they 
will  always  conflict”  says 
Masland...  and  perhaps  the  best 
law  says,  “No  matter  what  hap¬ 
pens,  somebody  knew  it  would.” 

—  GH 


Editor’s  NotfroOk  - 

Satisfaction  was  expressed 


SBC  Cooperative  Program  gifts  for  1993-94  set  new  record 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  (CP)  gite  for  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  1993-94  totaled  a  record 
$142,866,783  surpassing  last  year 
by  more  than  $6  million  and  the 
budget  requirement  by  more  than 
$4  million,  according  to  Morris  H. 
Chapman,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee. 

The  SBC  fiscal  year  —  which 
ended  Sept.  30  —  CP  total  com¬ 
pares  to  $136,539,729  in  gifts  for 
fiscal  1992-93,  or  a  4.6%'  increase. 

The  1993-94  SBC  program 


allocation  budget  called  for 
$138,234,735.  The  $142,866,783 
represents  103.4%  of  the  budget. 

Highest  previous  year  in  the 
CP’s  history  was  1989-90  when 
$140,710,282  in  gifts  was  received 
by  dre  SBC. 

“The  all-time  record  high  in 
Cooperative  Program  receipts  is 
overwhelming  evidence  that 
Southern  Baptists,  the  people  in 
the  pews  of  our  churches  a^  the 
pastors  in  our  pulpits,  are  commit¬ 
ted  to  meeting  the  challenge  of  the 
Great  Commission,”  Chapman 
said.  “It  has  always  been  true,  and 


remains  true,  that  the  more  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  know  about  the  enor¬ 
mous  challenge  of  teaching  the 
world  for  Christ,  the  more  they 
want  to  increase  their  participa- 
tion. 

The  year-end  total  confirms 
what  SBC  officials  had  hoped  ftn- 
—  a  reverse  of  the  decline  in  CP 
gifts  to  the  SBC  following  the 
then-record  1989-90  fiscal  year. 

“In  contrast  to  those  who  have 
said  otherwise,  this  is  a  demon¬ 
stration  that  Southern  Baptists 
continue  to  support  missions 
through  the  SBC  unified  plan  of 


giving,  the  Cooperative  Program,” 
Chrqmian  said. 

And  the  record  total  sends  a 
message,  according  to  Jim  Henry, 
president  of  the  SBC  and  pastor. 
First  Church,  Orlando,  Fla.  The 
church  leads 
the  38,000 
SBC  churches 
in  mission 
gifts  through 
the  (TP. 

“This  rec¬ 
ord  giving 
sends  a  strong 
message  that 
the  grassroots 
have  a  great 
and  growing 
confidence  in 
our  institu¬ 
tions,  our 
leadership, 
and  our  Coop¬ 
erative  Pro- 
gr^,”  Henry 
said.  “It  behooves  all  of  us  to  be 
sure  we  have  a  word  from  God 
before  we  tinker  with  changing 
what  our  people  feel  so  good 
about  and  what  God  is  enormously 
blessing. 

“First  we  give  praise  to  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  his  faithful 
provision  through  his  people,” 
Henry  said.  “This  record  year  of 
giving  is  bound  to  give  a  boost  of 


encouragement  to  our  missionar¬ 
ies,  seminaries,  and  agencies.  I 
believe  this  represents  a  growing 
awareness  of  our  people  of  the 
golden  window  of  opportunity 
that’s  now  open  to  share  Christ 
around  the 
world. 

“Perhaps  it 
is  an  iiKlicator 
that  many  o( 
our  pastors, 
laity,  and 
churches  are 
experiencing 
God,  and  out 
of  their  walk 
with  him,  pri¬ 
oritizing  troir 
financial  com¬ 
mitments.” 

Although 
total  designat¬ 
ed  gifts  for  the 
fiscal  year 
appear  to  be 
near  the  record  of  1991-92  of 
$127,916,369,  the  final  figures 
will  not  be  available  until  after  the 
first  of  the  month. 

CP  funds  for  1993-94  above  the 
budget  will  be  divided  equally 
between  Program  Advance,  all 
agencies  sharing  according  to  the 
budget  percentages,  and  tl»  1993- 
94  Capital  Needs  Budget  as  it 
^^ars  in  the  1993  SBC  Annual. 
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"Renew  a  Right  Spirit”  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  taking  place  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  Nov.  1-2. 

Messengers 
to  this  annual 
business  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  more 
than  2,000 
Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  the 
state  will  hear 
inspirational 
speakers  and 
musicians,  elect 
officers,  consid-  Yancey 
er  a  Cooperative 

Piiogram  budget  for  1995,  and  dis¬ 
cuss  any  resolutions  presented. 

This  year’s  convention  will  be 
shorter  than 
those  of  recent 
years.  There 
will  be  five  ses- 
sioas  instead  of 
six.  This  deci¬ 
sion  of  the 
Order  of  Busi- 
nes.s  Committee 
was  made 
because  of  slack  Sansing 
attendance  at 

the  past  Wednesday  evening  ses¬ 
sions,  according  to  Jimmy  Porter, 
committee  ebaiman  and  pastor  of 
First  Church, 

McComb. 

The  program 
begins  at  8:45 
a.m.  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Nov.  1, 
with  a  musical 
prelude.  Ses¬ 
sions  conclude 
on  Wednesday 
afternoon  fol-  Hart 
lowing  a  mes- 

.sage  by  Denton  Lotz,  bead  of  the 
Baptist  Worid  Alliance. 

Other  featured  speakers  include 


By  Tim  Nidiolas 

Rex  Yancey,  pastor  of  First 
(Thurch,  Pascagoula,  and  president 
of  the  convention;  Henry  Blacka- 
by,  co-author  of  the  Experiencing 
God  materials; 

Bill  Causey, 
executive  direc¬ 
tor-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board;  and 
Gordon  Sans¬ 
ing,  pastor  of  I 
First  Church, 

Vicksburg, 
delivering  the  Blackaby 
annual  semion. 

Blackaby  will  also  deliver  the 
Bible  Treasure  devotionals  in  each 
of  the  four  daytim^sessions^ 

Music  will 
come  from  the 
sanctuary  choir 
of  First  Church, 

Pascagoula; 

“Heart  Strings;” 
the  Mississippi 
Singing  Church¬ 
men;  the  chan¬ 
cel  choir  of  First _ 

Church,  Vicks-  Causey 
burg;  and  the 
Blue  Mountain  (DoUege  Chorale. 

Instrumentalists/accompanists 
for  the  conventitHi  sessicMis  will  be 
Eva  Hart, 
pianist;  and 
Glenn  Crosth- 
wait,  organist. 

Both  are  on  staff 
at  First  Lhurcb, 

Jacksoa 

Each  session 
will  include 

Christian  testi- _ 

monies  called  Cro8thwaft~ 

“My  Fresh 

Encounter.”  Speakers  will  be  Rob 
Jackson  of  Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo;  Mike  and  Christine  Goff 


Registration,  parking, 
child  care  info  posted 


of  First  Church,  Brandon;  Kelli 
Kee,  Acteen  at  Woodville  Church, 
Woodville;  Eleanor  Long  of  First 
Church,  Florence;  and  Bill  Hud¬ 
son  of  Dia- 
mondhead 
Church,  Dia- 
mondhe^. 

Election  of 
the  president 
will  take  place 
at  10:25  a.m.  on 
Tuesday.  Presi¬ 
dent  Rex 
Yancey  is  eligi¬ 
ble  for  a  second 
one-year  term. 

The  1995  Cooperative  Program 
budget,  proposed  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  boani  to  be  $22,606,579,  will 
be  voted  at  9:50  a.m.  on  Wednes¬ 
day. 

The  convention  board  will  meet 
immediately  after  the  closing  ses¬ 
sion  for  its  organizational  meeting, 
where  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  will  be  elected. 


Registration  for  messengers 
and  guests  to  the  1994  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  will  open  at 
noon  on  Monday,  Oct.  31,  and 
continue,  with  the  exception  of  the 
evening  sessions,  through  2:30 
p.m.  Wednesday,  Nov.  2. 

Volunteers  from  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  work  in  the  registra¬ 
tion  area  which  will  be  set  up  on 
second  floor  td>ove  the  State  Street 
entrance  to  the  church  complex. 
Registration  will  o^n  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  at  8  a.m. 

Convention-goers  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  park  at  the  fairgrounds  due 
to  the  limited  amount  of  parking 
space  available  adjacent  to  the 
church.  The  fairground  parking, 
behind  the  super-slide  at  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  Street  entrance,  will  be 
open  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 


day.  Shutde  service  will  be  avail¬ 
able  to  and  from  the  church. 

First,  Jackson,  will  provide 
child  care  for  children  ages  birth 
through  five  years  during  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference  on  Monday  and 
each  session  of  the  convention. 
Preschool  departments  are  located 
on  the  street  level  off  State  Street. 

The  preschool  area  will  open 
20  minutes  prior  to  each  session 
and  close  15  minutes  after  the  ses¬ 
sion.  Children  may  remain  in  The 
preschool  area  during  the  Tuesday 
lunch  hour  if  parents  provide  a 
sack  lunch. 

Parents  will  be  asked  to;  regis¬ 
ter,  giving  the  name  of  the 
child(ren),  parent,  and  church; 
pick  up  security  card  for  each 
child;  label  belongings;  and  pro¬ 
vide  feeding  .schedule  for  infants. 


More  Mississippi  folks  — 

Mississippi  pastors’  conference 
feature  state  pastors.  Torn  Lester 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference,  held  each  year 
at  First  (Thurch,  Jackson,  prior  to 
the  start  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention’s  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  will  feature  Mississippi  pas¬ 
tors  on  the  platform  all  after¬ 
noon,  according  to  conference 
president  Randy  Turner. 

“People  have  mentioned  they 
want  to  see  more  Mississippi 
people,”  said  Turner,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Laurel. 

Beginning  at  1  p.m.  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Oct.  31,  the  conference  will 


resent  messages  by  Billy 
mitb,  Jackson  evangelist;  Phil 
Walker,  pastor  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  Madison;  Jim  Phillips, 
pastor  of  North  Greenwood 
Church,  Greenwood;  and  Dean 
Register,  pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Election  of  officer  will  be 
conducted  at  2:45  p.m. 

The  evening  session  begin¬ 
ning  at  6:30  p.m.  will  offer  mes¬ 
sages  by  Perry  Sanders,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  La., 
and  Jess  Moody,  pastor  of  Shep¬ 


herd  of  the  Hills  Church  in  Van 
Nuys,  Calif. 

There  will  also  be  testimony 
by  Tom  Lester,  who  portrayed 
“Eb”  on  the  Green  Acres  televi¬ 
sion  series. 

Stephen  Kirkpatrick,  wildlife 
photographer  from  Jackson,  will 
present  a  multimedia  show  with 
his  testimony. 

Bo  Parker  will  lead  music  in 
the  afternoon  session.  The  Doc¬ 
tors  Four,  a  quartet  from  First 
(Thurch,  Laurel,  will  lead  music 
that  evening. 


Church  Media  Library  Conference 
will  feature  focus  on  witnessing 

The  23td  annual  Cbuicb  Media 
Library  (CML)  Conference  will  be 
held  Oct.  21-22,  at  First  Cburcb, 

Columbus.  Tbe 
conference  will 


ma  at  Birmingbam  atKl  director  tbe 
development  of  Master  Library 
System;  and  Mark  Jones,  system 
develo^r  of  Mas- 

fication  and  Cata-  B.  Jones 
loging  Beyond  tbe 
Basic.s,  How  To  Wiinc.ss  with 
Media,  Instructional  Media  for 
consultants  in  the  CML  Program.  Churches,  Church  Media  Library 
Baptist  Sunday  Administrabon  in  a 

School  Board  Smaller  Member- 

(BSSB);  Jackie  ship  Church,  Using 

Anderson,  retired  Master  Library 

senior  staff  consul-  System,  Preserving 

CML  Your  Church’s 

Program,  BSSB;  Media  and  Weed- 

David  Tiller,  retail  ing.  How  to  Oper- 

training  coordinator  ^^B|P|B|  ate  a  Churdi  Media 
in  Ret^  Marketing  j.  Library,  Promotion  ^  _ 

Services  Depart-  with  Pizzazz, 

ment,  BSSB;  Bill  Jones,  bead  of  Preparing  Print  Nfedia  for  Circula- 

User  Services  at  Kfervyn  H.  Sterne  tion,  and  Preparing  Audiovisuals 
Library  at  the  University  of  Alaba-  for  Circulation. 

Joey  Shorter,  minister  of  educa- 
O  0*1  ^  AO  ^^l*>"^hus,  will  share  a 

devotional  during  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion;  Pat  Brown  will  present  adult 
T  book  reviews,  while  Stephen  Gate- 

^  6SU.S  present  youth  book 

f  reviews,  and  Barbara  Freese  will  sponsored 

have  children’s  book  reviews.  hWW,  in  t 

Suggested  motels  ate:  Comfort  floor  Welt 


don’t  > 

delay. 

Registration  fee 
is  $10  per  person, 
including  lundi  and 
dintrer  at  the  church  ^  ^ 
on  Friday  and  con-  ■■ 
ference  materials.  Bl 

Reservations  arc  M.  Jones 
needed.  Regisira- 
lion  tleadline  is  being  exiended 
until  Ocl.  12  Make  clK.’cks  payable 
to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

3ers  and  Taking  Romans  S:l-S  as  his  text,  Tonkel  said, 
artidpat-  “Our  relationship  with  Christ  is  the  foundation  of  our 
nference  hope.  Jesus  in  me  is  the  hope  of  glory.” 

But,  he  noted,  the  Christian’s  hope  is  not  futuristic 
Hope...  only:  it  is  also  present. 

“People  are  looking  for 
hope,”  he  said.  “When  they 
come  to  you  asking,  ‘Is  there  any 
hope?’  &y,  ‘Yes!  It  is  Jesus.’” 

Rob  Boyd,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Indianola,  spoke  on 
Saturday  morning,  calling  on 
the  students  to  “stop  wallowing 
in  the  mud.”  Like  tbe  prodigal 
son  in  Jesus’  parable,  Boyd 
said,  “We  wallow  in  spiritual 
mud  and  often  are  in  no  hurry  to 
get  out.” 

He  described  three  kinds  of 
mud  that  can  trap  a  Christian: 
indifference,  “Don’t  care”; 

mediocrity,  “Don’t  want  to  live  in  both  sign  language  and  voice, 
for  Christ”;  and  worldliness.  Theme  for  the  program  is  ‘Toucti 
“Consumed  by  thin^.”  Our  World  for  Christ.” 

“Worldly  Christians  are  the  Progr^  leaders  will  be  Sooth- 
most  miserable  people  in  tbe  ero  Baptist  missionaries  Nan  Jor- 
worid,”  Boyd  said.  dan  and  Stan  Stapleton.  Jordar 

“Our  heavenly  Father  wants  works  with  the  deaf  in  Japan 
you  to  come  home  to  him,”  he  while  Stapleton  works  with  the 
pleaded.  “No  matter  where  you  deaf  in  the  Dominican  Republic, 
are,  it  is  only  one  step  back  The  missionaries  will  be  joinei 
opportunities,  spiritual  growth,  Rob  Boyd  Dottie  Williamson  home.  The  Father  wants  to  give  on  the  program  by  a  number  ol 

a^  personal  ^velopment.  you  a  Ctesh  beginning.”  laypersons  who  will  talk  aboui 

^ch  of  the  three  general  sessions  featured  musi-  Dottie  Williamson,  a  home  missionary  serving  in  therr  mission  trips  associated  wit! 
cians  Mack  and  Sbayla  Blake  of  Ruston,  La.,  and  multihousing  ministry  along  tbe  Gulf  Coast,  dosed  the  deaf  work.  There  will  also  be  t 


Keith  Tonkd 


.  "  M 

Aominisirauon  m  a 
Smaller  Member¬ 
ship  Church,  Using 
Master  Library 
System,  Preserving 
Your  Church’s 
Media  and  Weed¬ 
ing,  How  to  Oper- 

Doam  anu  iiiaii  id 
Broadcast  Sei- 
vice.s/CML.  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jack.son 
MS  39205-0530. 

The  Baptist 
Book  Store  will 
have  a  display  and 

V*  *■ 

n 

•  A 

ate  a  Churdi  Media 
Librarv.  Promotion 

will  be  open  for 
church  media 

ventriloquist  Dennis  Lee  of  Dallas.  The  Blakes  led  annual  student  gathering.  She  asked  the  students,  mission  fair.  Tbe  Thesday  session  begins  at  7 

die  group  in  praise  choruses,  along  with  performing  “Who’s  to  blame  if  our  neighbors  don’t  hear'  die  gos-  Sam  Gwe  of  Mississippi  Col-  pjn.  and  will  feature  Tony  Evans, 

several  solo  and  duo  selections.  pd?  lege  wUl  scu^M  “Three  Faces,”  an  Pat  Morley,  Barbara  Skiimr,  and 

Lee  and  his  puppets  entertained  the  crowd  with  “He  holds  us  accountable,”  she  answered.  “You  interpretation  of  the  brotherhood  tbe  Mission  Mississippi  Mass 
humor  while  also  teaching  a  spiritual  value.  Lee  and  can  do  one  of  four  things:  dedde  to  do  nothing;  let  of  mankind.  Clrarch  groups  will  Choir. 

his  friend  Aunt  Grace,  for  example,  admonished  the  others  keep  you  from  doing  anything;  get  busy  with  perform  dramas,  and  there  will  be  Wednesday  evening’s  program 
students  not  to  allow  their  busy  school  schedules  to  ‘church  vfoA'  inside  the  four  walls  of  the  cburcb  Bible  studies,  worship,  and  fellow-  has  been  designated  youth  night, 
negate  their  relationships  with  God,  family,  and  building;  or  continually  live  a  life  committed  to  the  ship.  Joseph  Jennings  will  qieak;  music 

friends.  Lord,  doing  what  be  asks,  wherever  he  asks.  Registration  begins  at  S  p.m.  on  will  be  provided  by  Angelo  & 

Keith  Tonkel,  pastor  of  Wells  United  Methodist  “What  ^  Jesus  do?”  she  questioned.  “He  walked  Friday,  Oct  7,,and  tbe  conference  Veronia  and  Show  &  Tell. 

Church  in  Jackson,  defined  Christian  hope  during  his  the  roads  meeting  the  needs  of  tbe  people  he  met  along  concludes  after  lunch  on  Sunday,  Both  sessions  are  free.  For  more 
.sermon  on  Friday  night.  the  way.  He  calls  us  to  do  nothing  less.'*  Oct.  9.  Cost  is  $47.25.  information,  call  (601)  353-6477. 


— .r»*r 


BSSB  sets  $250  million  budget; 
Draper  cites  reasons  for  optimism 
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NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  trustees 
approved  a  1994-95  budget 
exceeding  $250  million  during 
their  semiannual  trustee  meeting 
Sept.  26-27.  Terming  the  budget 
aggressive  but  achievable.  Presi¬ 
dent  James  T.  Drsqier  Jr.  cited  his 
optimism  for  the  agency’s  future 
despite  financial  challenges. 

A  record  1994-95  budget  of 
$250,480,000  in  total  revenue  was 
approved,  including  $3,374,000  in 
funds  above  operating  expenses  to 
reinvest  in  the  board’s  operatioas. 

Ted  Warren,  business  services 
group  vice  president,  said  while 
financial  data  for  fiscal  1993-94, 
which  ends  Sept.  30,  will  not  be 
available  for  several  weeks,  pro¬ 
jections  are  for  a  $3.7  million  loss. 
He  said  total  revenue  of 
$223,882,000  is  anticipated,  com¬ 
pared  to  total  expenses  of 
$227,606,000.  The  loss  has  been 
expected,  he  said,  because  of 
expenditures  designed  to  improve 
sales  over  the  long  term.  He  said  a 
financial  plan  is  in  place  for  the 
next  three  years,  with  a  goal  to  pay 
back  loans  and  to  operate  out  of 
cash  flow  by  the  end  of  1997. 

Draper  said  despite  the  finan¬ 
cial  challenges  and  “constant 
change”  that  have  characterized 
his  first  three  years  as  the  agency’s 
president,  he  is  optimistic  about 
die  future. 

Among  specific  reasons  be 
cited  are  a  solid  customer  base,  a 
dedicated  employee  force, 
progress  toward  a  goal  of  generat¬ 
ing  adequate  cash  flow  from  oper¬ 
ations,  cost  containment  and  bud¬ 
geting  at  a  more  realistic  levej, 
positive  feedback  from  customers. 


progress  toward  a  goal  of  freeing 
employees  to  do  tb^  jobs  and  to 
idratify  and  implement  new  ideas. 

He  pointed  trustees  to  examples 
of  materials  and  services  which 
also  represent  reasons  for  opti¬ 
mism,  including  tte  response  to 
the  Experiencing  God  disciple- 
sh^  course  and  eaiiy  response  to 
“The  Mind  of  Christ;”  release  of  a 
new  Experiencing  God  magazine 
as  well  as  a  new  Broadman  & 
Holman  Experiencing  God  Study 
Bible  and  a  new  B&H  trade  edi¬ 
tion  of  Experiencing  God. 

He  also  cited  improvements  in 
adult  and  youth  Life  and  Work 
Sunday  School  curriculum; 
awards  given  a  number  of  Broad¬ 
man  &  Holman  products  in  recent 
months;  and  a  b^-seller  chart  sin¬ 
gle  by  Genesis  recording  artist 
Amy  Roth. 

Draper  said  the  board  is  nearing 
completion  of  the  process  of  major 
organizational  and  structural 
changes  that  have  resulted  in 
reductions  and  changes  in  person¬ 
nel.  As  of  Sept.  15,  the  agency  had 
1,646  employees,  a  reduction  of 
121  or  6.8%  from  Aug.  15,  1991, 
when  1,767  persons  were 
employed  full  time.  That  number 
will  further  decrease  as  recently 
announced  reductions  become 
effective. 

Dn^r  said  the  board  has  bor¬ 
rowed  money,  with  trustee 
approval,  for  some  of  those  invest¬ 
ments.  Reserve  funds  stand  at 
$49.9  million,  he  tqKnted. 

Charles  A.  Wilson,  vice  presi- 
dem  of  the  board’s  trade  and  retail 
markets  group,  said  record  Sep¬ 
tember  sales  of  more  than  $2.5 
millioo  are  e3q)ected  for  Broadman 


&  HfJman  and  that  15  titles  have 
been  released  in  September.  The 
Em>crieiicing  God  Study  Bible 
and  the  trade  edition  of  Experi¬ 
encing  God  have  generated  sales 
of  more  than  $600,000  for  the 
month.  The  fourth  episode  of 
Secret  Adventures  has  generated 
sales  of  aj^roximately  $250,000. 

A  total  of  60  B&H  trade  products 
will  be  released  in  1994-95,  he 
said. 

In  the  retail  division,  Wilson 
said  relocated  and  new  Baptist 
Book  Stores  arc  generating 
increased  sales  volumes.  For 
example,  the  relocated  store  in 
Ftwt  Worth  has  increased  its  sales 
volume  by  173%. 

Trustees  also  approved  setting 
prices  of  church  literature  for  the 
April-May-June  1995  quarter  at  an 
increase  of  approximately  3% 
above  current  prices.  At  the  same 
time,  they  ^^Moved  prices  for  the 
short  transition  quarter  of  July- 
August  1995  to  reflect  a  decrease 
of  jqiproximately  25%  below  the 
regular  price  for  session-oriented 
materials. 

Trustee  Tommy  French,  pastor 
of  Jefferson  Chur^,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  presented  a  proposal  to  reduce 
die  trustee  board  from  its  current 
93  members  to  55  by  the  year 
2000.  Each  state  with  20,000 
diurdi  members  is  entitled  to  one 
trustee  under  the  current  plan  and 
additional  trustees  are  allowed  for 
each  additional  250,000  membem. 

The  plan,  which  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  in  the  board’s  meeting  in 
February  1995,  would  need  subse¬ 
quent  iqqiroval  by  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  dtommittee  and  by  messengers 
to  an  armual  meeting 


positive  feedback  from  customers,  millioo  are  eiqiected  for  Broadman  to  an  armual  meeting. 

Carey  trustees  approve  resolution 
on  school’s  relationship  to  MBC 

William  Carey  College  trustees  their  board  from  15  to  24  and  to  enroll  in...  the  Coll( 


l^Uiam  Carey  College  trustees 
approved  a  resolution  Sept  30  cit¬ 
ing  their  commitment  to  the 
school’s  traditional  relationship 
with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
ventioiL 

The  resolution,  presented  the 
same  day  to  the  Mussissippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Education  Commission,  was 
prompted  by  the  action  taken  by 
Kfississippi  College  trustees  Sept. 
22.  MC  trustees  voted  to  enlarge 


their  board  from  IS  to  24  and  to 
name  their  own  successors  with 
the  exception  of  six  trustees  which 
would  be  named  by  ttie  MBC 
The  resolution  adopted  by 
Wee  trustees  cited  the  school’s 
90-year  relationship  with  the 
MBC,  noting  that  Mississippi 
Bsqitists  “have...  strengthened  and 
nurtured  William  Carey  by  provid¬ 
ing  significant  financial  support, 
by  encouraging...  students  to 


Survival  weekend  at  USM 


The  Baptist  Student  Union  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
hosted  55  students  in  Survival  '94  on  Aug.  19-21.  The  weekend  was 
designed  to  help  new  students  adjust  to  campus  life  from  a  Christian  per¬ 
spective.  Activities  included:  seminars  on  topics  including  self-esteem 
money  management,  and  dating;  a  canoe  ride;  “family"  (sniall  groups  led 
by  upperclassmen)  activities:  and  times  of  worship.  An  eight-week  pro¬ 
gram,  Basic  Training,  will  serve  as  follow-up  to  Survival  ’94.  It  will  inwive 
students  in  worship  and  Bible  study.  Jennifer  Myers,  freshman  from 
Bogue  Chitto,  said  of  the  Survival  weekend;  “The  thing  that  I  liked  most 
was  the  way  people  cared.  I  think  that  it  will  help  me  in  my  Christian  walk 
to  know  that  there  are  people  who  care  and  want  to  help.” 

MC  receives  major  grant 


Education  Commission  meets 


The  Christian  Education  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Mississippi  Bsqj^ 
Convention  met  in  ape^  session 
on  Friday,  Sept.  30,  to  discuss 
actions  taken  on  Sept.  22  by  the 
Nfississippi  College  board  of 
trustees. 

The  Commission  “feels  their 
revision  of  the  college  charter  to 
change  the  method  of  trustees 
selection  sends  a  mes^e  of  alien¬ 
ation,”  among  otherwise  coopentt- 
ing  Mississippi  Baptists,  according 
to  a  brief  statement  released  by  the 
Commission. 

“We  also  feel  that  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  trustees  have  violat¬ 
ed  the  trust  of  Mississippi  Bap¬ 


tists,”  the  statement  went  on  to  say. 

The  Education  Commission 
also  stated  its  willingness  to  dis¬ 
cuss  issues  with  the  MC  board  and 
work  toward  a  solution  of  those 
issues,  as  well  as  its  desire  to  open 
commuitications  with  trustees. 

“We  trust  the  Education  Com¬ 
mission  and  Mississippi  College 
board  of  trustees  can  use  this  as  an 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  how 
Christians  can  resolve  difficult 
issues,”  the  statement  said. 

The  Commission’s  statement 
concluded  with  the  promise  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  at  the  appropn- 
atetime. 


In  a  called  news  conference  on 
Oct  4,  Howell  W.  Todd,  president 
of  Mississippi  College,  announced 
the  school  has  been  awarded  a  $1 
million  undergraduate  grant  from 
the  Howard  Hughes  M^cal  Insti¬ 
tute. 


The  grant  will  be  used  to  con¬ 
tinue  uri^tgradute  research  oppor- 
tututies  aixl  to  expand  the  Biolo^ 
Department’s  traiiting  programs  in 
biomedicine. 

Prentiss  Cox  is  head  of  the  MC 
Biological  Sciences  Department. 


enroll  in...  the  College,  and  by 
^iplifting  of  prayers  and  other  qnr- 
itual  means....” 

Because  of  that  sujmort,  the 
resolution  continues,  “Nussissippi 
Biqttists  deserve  to  be  secure  m 
their  belief  that  William  Carey 
College  is  and  shall  remain  an 
institution  of  the  Mississq^i  Btq>- 
tist  Convention.” 

Therefore,  the  resolution 
resolves,  WCC  trustees  “acknowl¬ 
edge  their  fiduciary  obligations  to 
the  Convention...  that  the  Trus¬ 
tees...  are  elected  by  the  Mississip- 

Ei  Baptist  Convention...  that  the 
loard  of  Trustees  hold  assets  of 
this  institution  as  trustees  of  the 
(ZonventicMi  and  as  stewards  for  all 
Mississippi  Baptists.” 

The  trustees  further  resolve 
“their  commitment  to  only 
mprove  future  amendments  of  the 
Allege ’s  articles  of  incorporation 
subject  to  authorization  by  the 
Mississqrpi  Baptist  Convention.” 

And  finally,  the  trustees 
express  gratitude  for  the  Conveir- 
tioo’s  “^lancial,  student,  a^  ^ir- 
itual  simport  and  other  evidences 
of  confidence  which  the  College 
receives  from  all  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.” 
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.weald  be  rqilaced  as  a  board  member  after  the  conventioo  in  Novem- 
[bar  but  I  was  lei^ced  at  the  Sept.  22  meeting. 

Had  I  been  at  the  meeting  on  Sept.  22 1  would  have  voted  agamat 
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College.  He  is  an  oot- 

^^?no%ubt  in  my  inind  that  hfississippi  College  will  be  made 
less  Baptist  die  action  of  the  bond. 

h  is  my  hope  and  prayer  tiiat  the  Mississippi  College  board  (ti  trus¬ 
tees  win  g^  a  lot  of  thoQgln  md  prayer  to  what  they  have  done  and 
their  miiate. 


Dallas’  Criswell  stays  busy 

_ ■>  _ 

on  50th  anniversary  at  FBG 


Diamondhead’s  SuperSummer 

Youths  from  Diamondhead  Church  recently  participated  in  the  seventh 
annual  week-long  SuperSummer  Christian  youth  camp,  held  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Charleston  Southern  University  in  Cnarleston,  S.C.  The  camp  min¬ 
istered  to  over  1,100  youths  from  70  churches  in  eight  states  across  the 
Southeast,  and  reported  407  decisions  for  Christ.  I^r  more  information 
on  SuperSummer,  call  the  university  at  (803)  863-8044. 

Mohler  gets  backing  in 
the  wake  of  Marshall’s 
forced  resignation 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  R.  “This  statement  of  affinnation 
Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  who  sought  the  is  a  response  to  the  harsh  criticism 
resignation  of  associate  professor  Dr.  Mohler  has  received  recently 
of  theology  Molly  Marshall,  has  as  a  result  of  the  resignation  of 
received  a  laudatory  statement  Dr.  Molly  Marshall,”  Routt  .stated, 
endorsed  with  four  pages  of  signa-  The  forced  resignation  was 
hires  from  pastors  and  lay  people.  criticized  by  the  faculty  in  an 

Mohler,  just  a  year  into  his  Aug.  26  meeting  and,  earlier  and 
presidency  of  Southern  Seminary,  in  stronger  words,  by  an  informal 
requested  tlie  resignation  of  Mar-  faculty  group  and  the  officers  of 
.shall,  a  1 0- year  faculty  member;  two  student  groups, 
otherwise.  Mohler  told  her,  he  Members  of  the  SBC  Execu- 
would  initiate  formal  proceedings  tive  Committee  approved  a  reso- 
again.st  her  for  teaching  outside  lution  during  their  Sept.  19-20 
the  seminary’s  doctrinal  Abstract  meeting  affirming  Mohler, 
of  Principles.  After  her  Aug.  22  although  not  mentioning  the  con- 
resignation,  Mohler  said  he  felt  it  troversy  over  Mohler’s  request  for 
inappropriate  to  discuss  theologi-  Marsha’s  resignation, 
cal  issues  that  would  have  been  The  resolution,  submitted  by 
raised.  James  Merritt,  pastor  of  First 

The  statement  of  affirmation  of  Church  of  Snellville,  Ga.,  stated. 
Mohler  was  circulated  by  three  “Dr.  Mohler’s  sensitivity  to  the 
pastors  in  Louisville,  Ky.:  concerns,  intents,  and  purposes  of 
Michael  W.  Routt  of  Eastern  Gate  the  supporting  constituency  of  the 
Church;  Bill  Hancock  of  High-  seminary...  and  the  trustees  duly 
view  Church  and  a  former  chair-  elected  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
man  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Convention  reflects  the  kind  of 
Board:  and  Terry  Sammons  of  .servant  leadership  and  commit- 
New  Heights  Church.  ment  to  Christ  and  to  our  Baptist 

The  sialement  they  circulated  and  evangelical  faith  that  will,  in 
made  no  direct  reference  to  the  our  perspective,  maintain  South- 
Marshall  resignation,  but  a  cover  em  Seminary  as  an  institution  of 
letter  penned  by  Routt  did.  distinctive  academic  recognition.” 

Georgia  study  completed 

ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  A  com-  state’s  executive  committee, 
mittee  studying  what  constitutes  meeting  Sept.  13  in  Atlanta, 
membership  in  the  Georgia  Bap-  The  Committee  To  Study  Har- 
tist  Convention  affirmed  the  mony  and  Cooperation  was 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  established  by  vote  of  last  year’s 
Cooperative  Program  as  the  state  convention  when  it  adopted  a 
convention’s  “principle  channel”  motion  by  Floyd  Roebuck,  pastor 
of  financial  support  but  recom-  of  First  Church  of  Rome.  Roe- 
mended  that  churches  which  buck  called  for  the  study  after  a 
defund  SRC  programs  not  be  1993  nominating  committee 
penalized  in  Georgia  Baptist  life.  announced  it  would  consider  for 

The  committee,  which  will  leadership  positions  only  Georgia 
bring  recommendations  to  the  Bapti.sts  from  churches  that  gave 
convention's  Nov.  14-16  annual  at  least  7%  of  undesignated 
meeting  in  Macon,  presented  its  receipts  through  the  Cooperative 
report  as  information  to  the  Program. 


Conservative  strategists  meet 
following  Executive  Committee 


or  even  a  representative  sampling.” 

Pinckney  said  the  loosely  struc¬ 
tured  state-level  group,  wliich  has 
met  at  least  five  times  in  the  last 
two  years,  does  not  have  a  national 
strategy  for  gaining  conu-ol  of  the 
state  conventions  but  meets  merely 
to  exchange  c.xpericiKes  from  thcii 
.states. 

Pinckney  described  the  meeting 
as  a  “sort  of  general  sharing  .ses¬ 
sion"  with  no  set  agenda.  “In  vety 
general  terms,  we  talked  about  a 
variety  of  subjects  really  across  a 
very  wide  spectrum,”  he  .said. 


Va.  conservatives  select  leader 


COLONIAL  HEIGHTS,  Va  (ABP)  —  Southern  Brqitist  Qmserva- 
tives  of  Virginia  (SBCV)  elected  Rtedericksburg  pastor  Bob  Melvin  as 
president  atKl  adr^ted  a  $105,000  budget  Sept.  IS. 

The  actirms  came  during  the  secor^  annual  meeting  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Virginia  Baptists  sympadretic  with  the  conservative  direction 
taken  by  the  Southern  Biqttist  Convention  since  1979.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  formed  in  1993  to  coiuKer  what  its  founders  charged  was  a  weak¬ 
ening  of  ties  between  tlie  SBC  and  the  more  moderate  Baptist  General 
A.ssodatioa  of  Virginia. 

Melvin,  pastor  of  Spotswood  Church,  Fredericksburg,  will  preside 
at  a  time  when  SBCV  is  solidifying  its  structure.  Last  July  the  group’s 
executive  committee  employed  evangelist  Howard  Baldwin  as  interim 
executive  director,  a  move  leaders  described  as  an  attempt  to  “mobi¬ 
lize  suppon  and  gain  strength.” 

Abotit  30%  of  SBCV’s  1994-95  budget  will  help  Baldwin  accom¬ 
plish  that  goal.  He  will  receive  a  $9,000  salary  witfi  travel 


expenses. 


October  6,  1 994 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Prayer 


aptists  believe 
that  prayer  is, 
simply,  talking 
with  God.  The 
"without  ceas¬ 
ing"  clause  in 
the  Bible  we 
know  we  ought 
to  claim  more 
often.  We  know 
that  God  won't 
do  everything  we 
ask  in  prayer, 
else  we'd  be  controlling  him.  But  we 
do  believe  that  God  does  answer  our 
prayers.  Sometimes  he  says  "yes," 
sometimes  "no,"  sometimes  "not  yet," 
and  sometimes  he  says  "I  want  you  to 
do  this  work  for  me."  We  think  that 
when  we  pray  the  main  change  is  in 
us.  And  as  we  communicate  regularly 
with  God,  we  get  in  touch  with  his 
will  for  our  lives. 


This  is  one  in  a  series  of  articles  on 
Baptists— who  we  are  and  what  we 
stand  for. 


One  Voice,  a  singing  and  drama  group 
composed  of  21  Mississippi  music  leaders 
who  auditioned  for  their  roles,  will  perform  at 
the  SBC  National  Drama  Festival, 

Nov.  11-13,  at  Two  Rivers  Baptist  Church  in 
Nashville.  This  festival  takes  place  every  four 
years. 
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For  joy  in  the  hearts 
of  all  of  us  as  we 
work 


For  a  sense  of  God's 
presence  with  us 
each  day 


For  a  dear  friend 
who  has  special 
needs 


•  prayer  partnership  between  Mississippians  and  missionaries  from 
Mississippi  or  w^  Mississippi  ties...this  month  we  will  use  the  suggested  general 
prayer  requests,  adding  specific  people  arxl  situations  that  we  know  about...  then 
next  rnonth  Me  will  begin  with  prayer  requests  the  missionaries  have  sent  us.  ' 


□  Yes,  I'll  be  a  part  of  WorldSpan! 

Name _ 

Address _ 

Town _ 


If  you  wish  to  enroll  inJiVorldSpan,  please  return  the  form  provided  as  part  of  this 
prayer  calendar... 


Zip  _ _ _ Phone _ 

Return  form  to:  Prayer  Ministry  Office,  MBCB, 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BELMONT  HAS 
ALASKA  TEAM 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LAUREL 


The  Medical/Dental  team  from  First  Baptist  Churth, 

Laurel  (pictured  below)/  recently  spent  a  week  in 
Manto,  Honduras.  Five  physicians,  three  nurses,  ^ 
and  three  dentists  plus  support  personnel  provided  ■ 
care  for  3,400  patients.  Many  of  them  had  never  I 
seen  a  doctor  or  dentist.  I 


In  July,  First  Baptist  Church,  Belmont,  had  a 
team  to  go  to  Alaska  and  work  with  two 
churches. 


Ten  members  did  construction  work  with  First 
Baptist,  Delta  junction.  They  removed  a  wall,  built 
a  front  entrance,  and  placed  underpinnings  around 
the  building. 


The  team  stayed  in  the  local  Catholic  church,  at  their 
invitation.  They  were  able  to  use  all  of  their  facilities. 
Evangelistic  services  were  conducted  each  evening 
and  there  were  51  decisions  for  Christ.  Missionaries 
Mike  Simpson  and  Ralph  Wilson  feel  that  this  will  be  the 
beginning  of  a  Baptist  church  in  that  community. 


The  remaining  1 2  served  the  ^alcha  Baptist  Church  by 

in  a  state  park.  Jack 


conducting  Vacation  Bible  Scb 
Maroon,  pastor  of  the  Belmont  Church,  preached  revival  services 
and  other  members  provided  rnuslc. 


Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Association  has  a  partnership  with  the 
Salcha  Church. 


Projects  are  now  being  accumulated  for  1 995.  Persons  interested  in  a 
project  in  Alaska  or  Honduras  should  make  further  inquiries  to  the 
Partnership  Missions  Office  at  PO.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or  to 
601/968-3800. 


The 

team  members 

That  afternoon,  the  membership 

gets  together  for  an  "ideastorm-  v  Jf 

ing"  session.  In  that  session,  ->1..  Tv  ,  ^  *.  o  a 

°  ...  ,  Members  of  Calvary  Church,  Columbus,  R.D. 

they  suggest  possible  ways  the  and  Nancy  Christian,  explain  ideas  gathered 
church  could  minister  in  three  during  a  brainstorming  session  at  a  Discovery 

specific  areas:  Bible  study,  * 

Christian  witness,  and  equipping 

the  membership  for  ministry.  The  LIFT  team  is  there  simply  to  facilitate 
the  meeting,  never  to  suggest  what  the  church  ought  to  be  doing. 

After  that  the  team  leaves  and  the  church  meets  for  the  evening 
service  to  begin  to  see  where  they  will  go  from  there. 

The  convention  board  provides  one  of  the  team  members  for  six 
months  of  follow  up.  If  a  church  wants  to  get  involved  in  a  certain 
ministry,  the  consultant  Is  ready  to  offer  training  in  that  area. 

In  1994,  the  board  has  scheduled  19  Discovery  Weekends  with 
1 995  wide  open  and  ready  for  churches  to  participate. 


Directors  of  Missies  receive  training  in 
holding  Discovery  Weekends. 

"A  church  where  everybody  is  somebody  ancTJesus  Is  Lord," 
was  one  proposed  mission  statement  at  a  church  which  has  held  a 
Discovery  Weekend. 

The  development  of  that  mission  statement  and  the  development 
of  ministries  evolving  out  of  that  statement  are  what  the  Discovery 
Weekends  are  all  about. 

They  work  this  way:  A  pastor  invites  a  LIFT  team  in  for  a  week¬ 
end.  That  stands  for  Lay  Involvement  for  Transforming  the  Church. 
Membership  groups  attend  a  Saturday  evening  dinner  where  the  LIFT 
team  gives  an  overview  of  the  area's  demographics.  Then  the  partici¬ 
pants  respond  to  a  survey  about  their  level  of  satisfaction  with  various 
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Attention  Bivo  Ministers ' 

The  Bivocational  Ministers'  Fellowship 
meets  during  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  on  November  2  at  the  Admiral 
Benbow  Inn  on  North  State  Street,  7:00- 
8:15  a.m.  The  meeting  will  include  elec¬ 
tion  of  state  fellowship  officers  and  reports 
of  bivo  ministry  around  the  SBC  and  in 
Mississippi.  This  is  a  complimentary  break¬ 
fast.  No  pre-registration  is  necessary. 
Jimmy  McCaleb  is  state  president  of  the 
group.  Matt  Buckles  is  convention  board 
consultant  for  bivo  work. 


Registration  form 

Youth  Ministers  Conference,  October  17-19,  1994 
Lake  Tiak  O'Khata 


Name  -  Position 

Spouse's  first  name,  it  Mending  -  ,  - 

Number  and  Age  of  Children,  (/affen<y/n^;  -  . 

Office  Address  -  City -  Zip- 

Office  Phone  Number  - - -  - Home  Phone  Number  - 

Church  Nante -  -  - -  - - Association  Name -  -  • - 

□  I  have  made  reservations  at  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata 

□  I  will  not  need  a  room,  but  will  plan  to  eat  the  following  meals: 

□  Monday  Dinner  □  Tuesday  Breakfast  □  Tuesday  Lunch 

□  Tuesday  Dinner  □  Wednesday  Breakfast 


The  charge  for  lodging  and  meals  is  the  only 
cost  for  this  conference.  Payment  is  to  be 
made  to  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata.  All  prices 
incliide  tax  and  gratuity  and  are  per  person: 

Two  nights  lodging  and  five  meals: 

1  to  a  room  —  $  1 1 0.00 

2  to  a  room  —  $81 .75 

3  to  a  room  —  $68.25 

4  to  a  room  —  $58.25 


Meals  without  lodging: 
Breakfast  —  $5.50 
Lunch  —  $6.65 
Dinner  —  $8.00 


Call  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  (773-7853)  or  write  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khata,  P.O.  Box  160,  Louisville,  MS  39339.  A  block 
of  rooms  is  being  held  for  this  confererKe  untjl  October 
3.  At  that  time  all  rooms  which  have  been  oh  hold  will 
be  released.  It  is  necessary  to  guarantee  the  accomrtK>- 
dations  with  a  credit  card  or  send  a  deposit  of  $45.00. 
Cancellation  will  be  accepted  if  received  by  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khata  prior  to  October  13.  Preschool  child  care  will 
be  provided  at  FBC,  LouisvfHe,  at  no  additional  cost. 


Complete  the  form  and  return  to:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS  39205  no  later  than  October  13,  1994. 
It  is  necessary  that  your  registration  be  received  by  this  date  so  that  adexfuate 
preparation  can  be  made. 


Peace  of  Mind 

Internal  peace  is  impossible  if  you  are  held 
captive  by  a  painful,  destructive  past.  But 
emotional  and  spiritual  healing  is  possible 
for  every  child  of  God— and  well  worth  the 
effort  required  to  achieve  it 


(LIFE# 


Ftdentifyr^^ra^ 

healirH& 
trust,  honesty^ 
«  sfnall^rouiF 
Fremove  efiiciK 
i.ta  fellowship 


[The  Lay  Instiiulit  fof 
^course 

|jbring  heattiplli^ 

Ihuits.  This  ImB 

[who  were  N W 

[to  identify 

[feelings  hprn.  cijiljBiM 
the  past  affects^ll^ 
feelings  and 
forgiveness;  to  expeldii 
arKl  unconditioriai 
setting;  and  to4(fent||ls 
tional  and  spirituiai 
with  God.  - 


You  can  learn  how  to  ovofOdme  the  pain  of 
the  past  by  studying  M^fng  Peace  with  ! 
Your  Past  in  a  group  at  church.  The  mem-  j 
ber's  book  (It6m  7636-14)  and  leader's 
guide  (item  7616-14)  are  available  from  a  I 
Baptist  Book  Store  or  from  the  Ctfstomer  I 
Service  Center;  127  Ninth  Avenue,  North;  i 
Nashville,  TN  37234;  1  -800-458-2772.  i 


l^ISCIPLESHIP 

training 


A  new  season  is  about  upon  us— the  season  of  be  ordered  from  the  Baptist  Book  Store.  The 
foreign  missions.  The  Week  of  Prayer  is  rest  are  available  free  on  request  from  the 
December  4-11.  The  foreign  mission  study  is  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Also, 
November  20-24.  And  foreign  mission  day  now  is  the  time  to  order  the  foreign  mission 
in  Sunday  School  Is  December  4.  Materials  study-thls  year  on  Eastern  Europe.  And  it  is 
are  being  mailed  to  every  church  in  time  to  begin  praying  about  your  special  con- 
Mississippi.  These  materials  include  a  poster,  tribution  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering  for 
prayer  guide,  and  envelope,  a  program  cover.  Foreign  Missions, 
and  an  order  form.  The  prpgram  covers  may 


October  17-19 
Loko  Tkik  0*Kliota 
looMNe.  Nhs. 


Candy  Anderson 


Rob  Boyd 


BtHy  Beacham 


jim  Minton 


Upda 
1 :30  p.m.. 


MONDAY— College  Ministry 
Update  at  1 1  GO  a.m.,  registration  at 
1 :30  p.m.,  beginning  session  at  2G0  p.m., 
adjourn  lor  the  evening  at  9:00  p.m. 

TUESDAY-Breakfast  at  7 GO  a.m.,  beginnirtg 
session  at  8:1 5  a.m.,  afternoon  free  or  appoint¬ 
ments  with  program  leaders  arxl  convention 
board  leaders,  evening  session  at  7:1 5  p.m., 
adjourn  for  the  evening  at  9:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY-Breakfast  at  7G0  a.m.,  beginning 
session  at  6:15  a.m.,  adjourn  conference  at 
10G0  a.m. 


DEVOTKDNALS— Rob  Boyd,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Indianola 

MUStC-Mkhael  Pasions,  professional  musician,  Nashville 

SESSIONS  FOR  WIVES-Candy  AndersoM,  pastor's  wife,  Clinton 

GENERAL  SESSIONS-with  |im  Minton,  professor  of  Youth  &  Recreation, 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary;  BHIy  Beacham,  Student 
Discipleship  Ministries,  Fort  Worth 


BAPTlSTMC^aPPAGE? 

Baptist  colleges,  two  SBC  agencies  join  “World  A”  ||tish 


the  amount  of  $5,000-$  10,000,  dent  Jer^  Rankin  and  to  Lewis  Mission  Boafd  and 
funded  by  the  FMB  to  help  two  or  Myers,  vice  president  for  World  A  tional  institutions tt 
three  schools  each  year  establish  strategy,  for  joining  the  commis-  world.” 
new  exchange  programs,  and  the  sion  in  this  effort  involving  pro-  Myers,  who  form 
use  of  Education  Commission  fessois  and  students  at  Southern  director  of  the 
office  equipment  and  staff  support  Baptist-related  colleges  and  uni-  gram  and  helped  esc 
in  in  the  areas  of  communications,  versities  and  at  some  of  the  said,  “The  increaset] 
Williamsburg,  Ky.,  the  two  SBC  training,  data  base  management,  world’s  most  prestigious  educa-  of  Ctiristian  higher  ei 
agencies  will  each  contribute  and  coordination.  tional  institutions  abroad.”  tutions  in  World 

about  $30,000  per  year  to  help  Stephen  P.  Carleton,  executive  Carleton  said  the  investment  of  potential  for  enhanci 
fund  an  administrator  and  a  cleri-  director  of  the  Education  Commis-  die  43  member  schools  in  CSIEC  of  education  on  our 
cal  person  for  CSIEC  who  will  sion,  said  the  agreement  is  an  personnel,  students,  and  su{^)ott  is  well  as  providing 
t^rate  out  of  Education  Commis-  important  part  of  helping  Southern  estimated  at  more  than  $1  million  Christian  presence  a 
sion  offices  at  the  SBC  Building  Baptists  expand  dieir  mission  out-  annually.  “The  use  of  Cooperative  the  more  restricted 
in  Nashville.  The  FMB  and  Edu-  reach  of  service  and  sharing  Program  funds  and  resources  from  world.” 

cation  Commission  also  will  help  through  higher  education.  the  FMB  and  the  Education  Com-  In  an  address  to 

establish  and  maintain  an  interna-  “This  agreement  will  require  a  mission  is  a  wise  investment,”  CSIEC,  Myers  challi 
tiotial  computer  data  bank  major  reorganization  and  realloca-  Carleton  said.  leges  and  universiti< 

designed  to  match  up  member  tion  of  resources  of  our  small  Dan  Chant,  president  of  CSIEC  expanding  their  ] 
schools  with  overseas  opportuni-  agency  in  order  to  assist  the  and  president  emeritus  of  Ouachi-  China  and  starting 
lies.  schools  in  this  vital  missions  and  ta  Baptist  University  in  Arkansas,  North  Africa  where 

Other  contributions  by  the  two  education  effort,”  Carleton  who  has  served  as  volunteer  is  a  critical  need  fc 
SBC  agencies  will  include  the  e^lained.  “The  Education  Com-  director  of  CSIEC  for  several  exchanges  and  Oiri 

continuation  of  start-up  grants  in  mission  is  grateful  to  FMB  Presi-  years,  said,  “This  agreement  witness. 

I-I  *T.7'  1*  between  three  Southern  Baptist  Member  colleges 

Promise  Keepers  providing  foundation 

f*  «  •  .  ^r>|  -I  •  -I  urgent  requests  from  the  Foreign  lege. 

tor  men  s  commitment  to  God,  family  : 

By  Jim  Phillips 

In  March  1990,  University  of  that  many  compared  to  summer 
Colorado  head  football  coach  Bill  camp.  The  SO  U.S.  states  and  six 
McCartney  had  a  vision  of  Christ-  nations  were  represented  among 
ian  men  from  across  the  country  the  52,000  men  in  attendance, 
descending  on  Boulder,  Colo.  A  Promise  Keqrer  is  committed 


A  consortium  of  43  Southern  Soviet  republics,  and  other  coun- 
BapUst-related  colleges  and  uni-  tries  known  as  World  A  among 
versities  has  approved  a  coopera-  Baptist  missiologists. 
live  agreement  with  the  Foreign  Under  the  new  agreement  rati- 
Mission  Board  (FMB)  and  Educa-  fled  by  CSIEC  member  schools 
tion  Commission  designed  to  Sept.  23  at  Cumberland  College 
strengthen  and  exparKl  intemation-  "  • 

al  education  exchange  programs. 

The  coalition  of  schools, 
known  as  Cooperative  Services 
International  location  Consor¬ 
tium  (CSIEC),  has  worked  with 
the  Fl^’s  Cooperative  Services 
International  since  1987  to  coordi¬ 
nate  exchange  of  professors  and 
students  arxl  to  establish  satellite 
higher  education  programs  pre¬ 
dominantly  in  “World  A,”  coun¬ 
tries  where  missionaries  are  not 
allowed  or  are  restricted. 

CSIEC  currently  is  involved  in 
about  300  projects  with  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  in  80  countries. 


(Malt.  28:19-20). 

There  are  no  dues  or  fees.  There 
is  a  plan  whereby  local  Promise 
Keejrers  chapters  and  groups  can 
unite  in  a  church  arxl  community 
to  deepen  the  bonds  of  Christian 

—  honor  Jesus  Christ  through  manhood  to  impact  their  homes 
worship,  prayer,  aixl  obedience  to  and  communities. 

his  Word.  Through  Promise  Keqrets,  God 

—  pursue  vital  relationships  can  change  hearts  and  challenge 

with  o^r  men.  understarxling  that  convictions  abmit  what  a  true  man 
brothers  are  needed  to  help  keep  of  God  does  in  the  kingdom, 
promises.  The  book.  Seven  F^mises  of  a 

practice  ^^tual,  moral,  eth-  Promise  Keeper  hom  Focus  on 
ical,  and  sexual  purity.  the  Family  Publishing,  can  be  pur- 

—  build  a  strong  marriage  and  chased  through  local  Christian 
family  through  love,  protection,  bookstores. 

and  biblical  v^ues.  The  next  Promise  Keepers 

—  support  his  church’s  mission  weekend  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  28- 
by  honoring  the  pastor  and  actively  29  at  Texas  Stadium  outside  Dal- 
giving  of  his  time  and  resources.  las. 

—  reach  beyond  racial  and  For  more  information,  contact 
denominational  barriers  to  demon-  Promise  Keepers  at  P.O.  Box 
strate  the  power  of  biblical  unity.  18376,  Boulder,  CO  80308;  phone 

—  inhuence  his  world  by  (303)421-2800. 

being  obedient  to  the  Great  Phillips  is  pastor  of  North 
Commandment  (Mark  12:30-31)  Greenwood  Church,  Green- 
and  the  Great  Commission  wood. 


Have  You  Ever  Wondered, 


In  A  Touch  of  His  Love,  Dr.  Charles 
Stanley  shows  how  the  love  of  Christ  can 
transform  your  life.  Dr.  Stanley  com¬ 
bines  original  photography  with  31 
moving  devotions  to  show  the  amazing  , 
power  of  (iod’s  boundless  love.  i 

For  A  Touch  of  His  Love,  or  any  I 
of  Dr.  Stanley’s  other  J 

devotionals  in  this  series,  m 

visit  your  favorite  book-  M 

3|t>re  today 


ONE  DAY  BIBLE  CONFEREBCE 

OCTOBER  13,  1994 


NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

BROOKHAVEN,  MS 

FRED  WOIJ^E,  ED  BOLTON,  PRICK  HARRIS,  &  OTHERS 
CA1.L  833-2433  OR  833-5786  FOR  INFORMATION 


(  iisloni  (  luirc  h 
IiUi  riors.  hu. 


1  -800-65-4- 1  2?94 

Jjtk-.riti  >'1  ‘ :  '■834-1 


Just  for  the  Record 


Union,  Brookhaven:  Oct.  16-  16-20;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6 

19;  “Wake-up  Call;”  Sunday,  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs..  7  p.m.;  Dan 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Carr.  Gulfport,  evangelist. 

Qayton  Hiut,  Brookhaven,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Ron  Simpson,  pastor.  Silver  City,  Silver  City:  Oct. 

16-21;  Sunday,  homecoming, 
Pearlhaven,  Brookhaven:  60th  anniversary;  services,  10:30 
Oct  9-12;  Sunday,  homecoming;  a.m.,  6  p.m.,  lunch  served  in  fel- 
Sunday  School,  10  xm.;  worship,  lowship  hall,  and  afternoon 
11;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  singing;  revival  services,  7  p.m. 
afternoon  service,  1 :30;  Ronnie  nightly;  Gary  Reichenbach,  Potts- 
Burch,  Lucedale,  guest  speaker  boro,  Texas,  evangelist;  Danny 
and  evangelist;  revival  though  Guthrie,  music;  Jane  Shurden. 
Wed.,  7  nightly;  George  Linton  pianist;  Billy  Floyd,  pastor. 

Jr.,  music;  Lonnie  Case,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Canton:  Oct.  23-26; 
Springdale,  West:  Oct.  16-21;  services,  7  p.m.;  Russell  Mcln- 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  tyre,  Clinton,  evangelist;  Graham 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  nightly;  Steve  Tay-  Smith,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
lor,  Guyton,  Ga.,  evangelist;  Rob-  vention  Board,  Jackson,  music: 
hie  Robinson,  Sallis,  music;  Tiro  Jim  Hurt,  interim  pastor. 
Weisheim,  pastor. 

Harmontown  (Lafayette):  Harrisville 

Oct.  9-13;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  7:30 
nightly;  Jack  Gregory,  Carey  1 

Chapel,  evangelist;  Chuck  XXl^X  J\.o 
Waller,  Union  West,  music;  Barry 

LittleSeld,  pastor;  Glenn  (ferring,  Harrisville  Church,  Simpson 
music  director.  Association,  will  celebrate  its 

125th  anniversary  on  Oct.  9  begin- 
Jackson  Landing  Road,  ning  at  10  a.m.  Guest  speaker  will 
Nicholson:  Oct.  9-12;  Sunday,  1 1  be  D.J.  Benson  of  Laurel. 
a.m..  dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  7  The  anniversary  celebration 
p.m.:  Jimmy  Kinnard,  Kenner,  will  kick  off  the  church’s  week- 
La.,  evangelist;  Phillip  Butler,  long  revival.  Services  will  Iv  held 
Sumrall,  music:  D.J.  Spcckner,  nightly  at  7  through  Oct.  14. 
pastor.  .Speakers  for  the  week  will  be; 

Monday,  Chet  Dear  of  Menden- 
Faith,  Hickory  Flat:  Oct.  9-  hall;  Tue.sday,  Bill  Harris.  Anni.s- 
12;  Sunday,  Winston  Ross  will  be  ton,  Ala.;  Wednesday,  Gene 
the  speaker  for  11  a.m.  .service;  7  Erwin,  Georgetown;  Thursday, 
p.m.  nightly;  Charlie  Cooper,  E.L.  Warren,  Baton  Rouge,  La.; 
Rienzi,  evangelist;  Cathy  and  and  Friday,  Tommy  Anderson, 
Rusty  Miller,  Ecru,  music;  W.G.  Pearl. 

Dowdy,  pastor.  For  more  information,  contact 

the  church  at  (601)  847-1593. 
Flag  Chapel,  Jackson:  Oct.  Dennis  Allen  is  pastor. 


East  Louisville 
marks  50  years 

East  Louisville  Church, 
Louisville,  will  mark  its  50tb 
anniversary  on  Oct.  23,  beginning 
at  10  a.m. 

Hollis  Bryant  will  deliver  the 
message.  Doug  Hubbard  Jr.  will 
lead  music. 

A  noon  fellowship  meal  is 
planned,  followed  by  an  afternoon 
of  singing  with  the  Spokesmen. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  church  at  (601)  773-9807. 
Keith  Powell  is  pastor. 


Sardis  Lake  Church,  Panola  Association,  held  “Four  Fabulous  Sun¬ 
days”  in  August.  Above,  members  dressed  for  old  fashioned  day.  The 
church  also  observed  a  high  attendance  day  and  a  day  for  celebration  of 
fellowship.  The  month  was  begun  with  a  mission  challenae  from  seven 
Sardis  Lake  members  who  matched  gifts  penny-for-dollar.  Kevin  Crofford 


David  and  Mary  Sills,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Ecuador,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  3331  Old  Canton 
Rd.,  Jackson,  MS  39216).  He  is  a 
native  of  Jackson.  The  former 
Mary  Phillips,  she  was  bom  in 
Alexandria,  La.,  and  considers 
Jaclcson  her  hometown. 


luka  Church  recently  honored  four  GAs  on  completion  of  their  mission 
tdventures.  They  are  (left  to  right):  Ashley  Blake,  Stephanie  South,  Lana 
Arnold,  and  Aimee  Kirk.  Jane  Blake  is  GA  leader;  Julian  West  is  pastor. 


Reynoxi^s-Malatesta 

;!;;J  Funeral  HomeY' ;; 

:;i;|ii^neralPre-Arrangements| 
Simple,  Safe,  Sectue  :  :  ■* 

-  Natchez,  MS  442-772(i.'  i‘’i 


WATER  HEATERS 

STEEPLES  Vlil 
CROSSES-UGHTS  ^ 
Buy  DtwcMy  troiTi  Mamitactuiw 


Service  With  Di 


CLASSIRED  ADS 


RATE:  6b  ewils  p«r  word,  $6  mMimim.  Cash  wKh  «rdar  exempt  on  oontraot 
adMrtiail|piheludo  nama,  addjaaa.  z|p  ooda,  and  phono  numbar  in  word  oounL 
NODinO«9« 


YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Atlanta,  Orlando,  Philadelphia,  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
Baltimore,  Boston,  Toronto,  Buffa-  2705. 
k)  for  1905  summer  mission  pro¬ 
jects.  We  provide  meals,  lodging,  BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR, 
assignment.  For  more  information.  Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
costs,  caH  Dr.  Harry  Fowler,  Youth  large  or  small.  Statewide  service, 
on  Mission,  Box  2095,  Rocky  No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Mount,  NC  27802  (91 9)  9e&4499.  Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd.. 

Columbus,  MS  39702;  1 -800- 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  349-2882. 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 

free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons  ACCORDION  WITH  CASE,  val- 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian,  ued  at  $3,000,  Hohrter,  German 
Miss.  39301 .  Sines  1 899.  Phone  mcKle.  Kimball  transistorized  elec- 
(601)  693-4451.  trie  organ.  (601)  649-6377.  Rus¬ 

sell. 

GRAND  PIANO,  WALNUT  finish. 

6  ft.,  excellent  condition.  Hyundai.  CHOCTAW  BAPTIST  ASSOCIA- 
(601)  783-2422.  TION  is  seeking  a  new  director  of 

missions.  If  you  are  interested. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  please  send  your  resume  to:  P.O. 
Meridian.  Design.  Fabrication,  Box  716,  Ackerman,  MS  39735. 


luka  Church  recently  honored 
Its  pastor,  Julian  West,  and  his  wife 
Pat  with  a  reception  and  gift  on 
their  10th  anniversary  of  service  to 
the  church.  The  occasion  coincided 
with  the  couple’s  39th  wedding 
anniversary,  and  West’s  40th  year 
in  ministry. 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples ' 
Complete  Renovations 


Homecomings 


Names  in  the  News 


Mt.  Vernon  (Leflore):  Oct.  9; 
worship  services,  11  a.m.;  covered 
dish  dinner  on  the  grounds  at  noon; 
afternoon  singing;  Larry  Choccola, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker. 

Grace  Memorial,  Tupelo:  Oct. 
9;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  1 1  a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  1:30  p.m.  singing; 
Haynes  Family,  guest  singers; 
church  was  organized  OcL  12, 1976 
by  Joe  Holcomb,  pastor. 

North  Calvary,  Philadelphia: 
Oct.  9;  worship,  11  a.m.;  covered 
dish  in  fellowship  hall;  David 
Ketxlall,  former  pastor,  guest  speak¬ 
er,  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

Center  Grove,  Meridian:  Oa. 
9;  services,  10:45  a.m.  and  1:30 
p.m.;  dinner  on  grounds;  no  night 
service;  Charles  Kottenbrook,  Scoo- 
ba,  guest  speaker,  J.  Edd  Holloman, 
pastor. 

Damascus,  Flora:  Oct.  9;  1 1 
a.m.:  lunch  will  be  served  following 
morning  worship  services  in  the 
Pearl  Cloud  Fellowship  Hall;  and 
afternoon  singing;  William  E. 
(Sonny)  Bradshaw  Jr.,  pastor, 
speaker. 

Strengthford  (Wayne):  Oct.  16; 
10  a.m.;  coveted  dish  lunch  at  noon; 
music  .service  with  Magnolia  Boys 
Quartet.  1:30  p.m.;  Julian  West, 

Pews,  pulpils.  baplisihes. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  foMing  doors. 

theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W»  ramod*!  A  paint 


guest  speaker,  Glen  Bynum,  pastor. 

Gooden  Lake,  Bdzoni:  Oct.  16; 
Sunday,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  am.; 
covered  dish  in  fellowship  hall  at 
iKion;  1:30  singing;  CJ.  Townsend, 
Fayette,  Ala.,  guest  speaker; 
Redeemers,  Kilmichael,  guest 
singers;  BiD  Hudson,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Braxton:  Oct  9;  Sun¬ 
day  Sdiool,  9:45  am.;  worship,  11; 
covered  dish  lunch  in  fellowship 
hall;  no  night  service;  Vance  Dyess, 
Star,  guest  speaker,  R.C.  Rke,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Holty  Springs  (Marion):  Oct.  9; 
1 1  a.m.;  dinner  in  fellow^p  hall; 
afteriKxm  singing  with  the  Buckley 
Family,  1:30;  no  night  service; 
Porter  Buckley,  Foxwoith,  guest 
speaker;  Charles  Williams,  pastor. 

Clear  Brandi  (Rankin):  Oct.  9; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
1 1;  dinner,  ixxm;  afternoon  singing, 
1:30,  with  Sammy  McDonald;  EJ>1. 
Sullivan,  guest  speaker;  Tim 
McCaffiey,  pasUn*. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  Oct. 
16;  Sunday  Scbml,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11;  lunch  in  fellowship  hall; 
harvest  offering  taken  for  biding 
new  pastorium;  Bobby  Waggoner, 
Attala  Association  DOM,  guest 
speaker.  Kim  Wolverton,  pastor. 

Glading,  Magnolia:  Oct.  9;  10 
>  a.m.;  lunch,  1:15-2:30  p.m.;  and 
afternoon  singing;  Charles  Kiik- 
field,  pastor,  spider. 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pnc«,  binding  and  styl*  to  moot  avary 

naad.  Quality  worfcmanahip  guarantaad. 

Writa  for  illustratad  prica  foldar. 

"IntemationaHy  known  apecialiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Bumis  Barrett  announced  his 
retirement  from  the  ministry, 
effective  Sept.  30.  He  was  recently 
honored  by  Rrst  Church,  Freder¬ 
ick,  Md.,  where  he  has  served  as 
pastor  for  the  past  20  years.  He 
and  his  wife  Clotene  plan  to 
remain  in  the  Frederick  area.  The 
native  of  Columbus  is  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  pastored 
four  churches  in  Mississippi 
before  moving  to  Maryland,  where 
he  served  two  terms  as  president 
of  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Maryland/EJelaware. 

James  Sclater,  Mississippi 
College  professor  of  music,  has 
be«n  chosen  to  receive  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Society  of  Composers, 
Authors,  and  Publishers  (ASCAP) 
award  for  the  1994-95  school  year. 
The  cash  awards  are  granted  to 


Pulaski 
celebrates 
100  years 

Pulaski  Church,  Scott  A.ssocia- 
tion,  will  celebrate  its  100th 
anniversary  on  Oct.  16. 

Services  will  begin  at  10:30 
a.m.  Bob  Smith  will  be  the  guest 
speaker. 

Following  the  morning  service, 
there  will  be  a  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  Afternoon  services  will 
begin  at  1:30  with  a  children’s 
show  and  the  Leaf  River  Boys. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
diurdi  at  (601)  732-8163.  Mickey 
Walls  is  pastes. 


—  the  Classic  Commuter 

-by- 

METROTRANS  CORPORATION 

““  Price  competitive  with  standard  vans 

Low  lease  rates  available 

•  No  CDL  required  •  Seats  14  passengers  with  rear  luggage  compartment  •  Coach 
seating  -  up  to  17  -  with  an  aisle  (compare  with  van  bench  seating)  •  Low  step 
passenger  entrance  -  easy  access  •  Stronger/safer  than  standard  vans  (compare  all 
steel  cage  construction)  •  Roomier  seats  -  full  panoramic  view  •  Bigger  than  con¬ 
ventional  passenger  vans  •  Vehicles  available  ranging  from  14  to  31  passengers 

For  more  information  or  demonstration 

call  1-800-743-7200 

Area  representative;  Jerry  Busbee 


Concord  Church,  Pelahatchle,  recently  ordained  Dale  Bridges  (second 
from  left)  and  Lairy  Purvis  (second  from  right)  as  deacons.  LaVerne 
Summerlin  (right)  is  pastor. 

I 

composers  whose  composition  cat¬ 
alogs  display  “unique  prestige 
value.” 

Becky  Hodges,  director  of 
music  and  children  at  Faith 
Church,  West  Point,  recently 
entered  into  a  s<do  piano  and  vocal 
ministry.  She  can  be  reached  at 
(601)  494-9699  or  (601)  494- 
0920. 


Floyd  and  Effie  Higginboth¬ 
am  were  recently  honored  by 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Lincoln 
County,  bn  the  occasion  of  his 
lOth  anniversary  with  the  church. 
The  Higginbothams  received  a 
money  tree  during  a  surprise 
reception  in  their  honor. 

New  Zion  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  recently  ordained  Walter 
Pat  Drew  and  David  Lee  Patter¬ 
son  as  deacons.  Leroy  J.  Brewer 
Jr.  is  pastor. 

Gladys  Honea  was  recently 
honored  by  the  music  department 
of  CHading  Church,  Magnolia,  dur¬ 
ing  the  church’s  revival  services. 


West  Union  Church,  Carriere, 

recently  ordained  James 
McCormick  (above,  with  his  wife 
Pat)  as  deacon.  Ken  Rhodes,  Pearl 
River  Association  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  and  Kenny  Stockstill  deliv¬ 
ered  the  charge  to  the  candidate 
and  the  church.  Billy  Dowdy  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

Honea  has  served  57  years  as 
pianist  for  the  congregation.  She 
received  a  plaque  of  appreciation. 


Staff  Changes 


Siloam  Church,  West  Point, 
has  called  David  Bishop  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective 
Sept.  11.  A 
native  of  Ecru, 
be  received  his 
education  as 
Blue  Mountain 
College  and 
New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He 
served  four  and 

Bishop  ahalf  ye^  as 

HMB  church 


planter/pastor.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  in  Sidem,  N.H. 

Bdden  Church,  Lee  Associa¬ 
tion,  has  called  Mark  Beam  of 
Tupelo  as  associate  pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  15.  He  is  a  student  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Steven  Wright  has  joined  the 
staff  at  North  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  as  youth  minister  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  28.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  First  Church,  Pearl. 
He  is  presently  enrolled  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Bayou  View  Church,  Gulf¬ 
port,  has  called  Thomas  O. 


Mosser  as  pastor,  effective  Oct. 
2.  The  West  Cola,  S.C.,  native 
previously  served  First  Southern 
Church  of  Pearlington.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Charleston  Southern 
University  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

First  Church,  Beaumont,  has 
called  Julius  Harbison  as  pastor, 
effective  Sept.  25.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Paebuta 
Church,  Paebuta. 

Arnold  Bridges  of  Gulfport 
has  recently  retired  after  40  years 
of  church-related  ministry.  He 
and  his  wife 
Maryrose  were 
honored  with  a 
love  gift. 
Bridges  has 
served  as  pas¬ 
tor.  assistant 
pastor,  and  min¬ 
ister  of  music  in 
churches.  His 
Bridges  last  pastorate 

was  Cambridge 
Church  in  Gautier.  He  is  available 
for  supply  or  interim  work  in 
either  preaching  or  music  and  can 
be  contacted  at  (601 )  831-4459. 


Uniform  Bible  Book 

God  chooses,  empowers  Reconciled  to  Christ 

■  By  Richard  Bradley  By  Raymond  Kolb 

Judges  7  Ephesians  2 


Why  God  chooses  to  woik  tlvough  individuals  is  a  mys¬ 
tery.  That  he  does  so  is  a  fact.  The  t^k  of  Judges  is  an 
incredible  testimony  to  the  willingness  and  abiUty  of  God 
to  inspire  and  utilize  human  beings  to  get  his  wo^  done. 
With  one  breath  God  could  have  vanquished  those  who 
oppressed  his  people.  Instead,  he  chose  the  most  ordinary 
of  people  in  whom  to  invest  his  power  and  wisdom.  I,  for 
one,  am  glad  he  did  this.  It  gives  me  hq)e  that  he  might 
work  through  me  yet.  If  God  chose  only  the  mighty  and  the 
strong  most  of  us  would  certainly  be  left  out. 

God  told  Gideon  his  army  was  too  large  and  might 
feel  that  it  had  been  victorious  by  its  own  strength  (v. 

2).  God’s  strategy  was  to  clearly  demonstrate  to  tlK  people 
that  they  had  not  delivered  themselves  from  the  Midiamtes. 
He  wanted  them  to  know  with  all  certainty  that  they  owed 
their  freedom  and  deliverance  to  him  alone.  Their  deliver¬ 
ance  would  not  come  by  the  power  of  their  numbers  or  the 
simple  superiority  of  their  arms,  but  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord. 

How  proud  we  are!  How  arrogant  we  sometimes  are! 
The  theme  or  motto  of  the  church  today  is  often,  “Look 
what  we’ve  done!”  If  our  accomplishments  are  really  based 
on  what  “we’ve  done”  then  we’ve  done  nothing  of  any 
eternal  significance.  Only  that  which  God  does  through  us 
by  his  power'lasts! 

God  reduced  Gideon’s  army  by  allowing  all  of  the 
fearful  soldiers  to  return  home  (w,  2-3).  \^^n  is  less 
more?  When  God  says  so!  Likely,  too  much  is  made  of  the 
fact  that  these  men  were  afraid.  This  is  not  why  God  sent 
them  home.  It  is  certainly  not  unusual  for  someone  to  be 
frightened  when  facing  a  possible  mortal  situation.  This 
was  simply  one  of  the  methods  chosen  by  him.  If  we  were 
permitted  to  quit  and  go  home  every  time  we  got  afiaid,  we 
would  never  accomplish  anything  in  God’s  service.  Were 
the  eventual  300  frightened?  Likely,  but  God  still  used 
them  in  a  wonderful  way. 

God  said  that  the  army  of  10,000  still  was  too  large 
(vv.  4-7 >.  Through  a  test  involving  how  the  men  drank 
water,  God  reduced  the  army  to  300  men.  What  do  we 
team  from  these  verses?  Probably  this  technique  of  drink¬ 
ing  demoastrates  neither  superior  military  training  nor 
proper  drinking  etiquette.  God  just  simply  needed  300  and 
not  1 0.000.  God  had  a  figure  in  his  mirid  and  he  needed  to 
get  down  to  it. 

I’ve  often  heard  it  said  that  God  used  these  methods  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  army  because  he  wanted  to  get  down 
the  very  elite  core  of  the  fighting  men.  This  thinking  goes 
against  the  grain  of  everything  we  learn  in  this  struy.  God 
was  not  striving  to  use  the  best;  just  the  willing.  God  was 
not  striving  to  u.se  the  most;  just  a  few.  God  was  not  striv¬ 
ing  to  use  the  most  powerful;  just  the  average  would  do. 
Three  hundred  average  individuals  who  Isqrped  water  with 
their  tongues  rather  than  kneeling  down  to  drink  would  be 
nfore  than  enough  for  God.  God’s  people  have  always  been 
and  always  will  be  a  di.stirKt  minority.  That  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference  to  God! 

Using  trumpets,  pitchers,  and  torches,  Gideon  and 
his  300  men  routed  the  enemy  (w,  19-21).  Gideon’s  arti¬ 
cles  of  warfare  were  not  what  we  might  expect.  Trumpets, 
pitchers,  and  torches?  Why  not  chariots,  .swords,  and  bat¬ 
tering  rams?  Just  not  God’s  way!  If  the  300  had  been  victo¬ 
rious  through  the  use  of  superior  arms  they  might  have  said 
to  themselves,  “What  a  wonderful  technology  we  have!”  If 
the  300  had  been  victorious  through  the  use  of  superior 
military  training  not  available  to  their  enemy  they  might 
have  said,  “What  wonderful  teachers  we  have,  what  a 
superior  intellect  we  possess!”  No,  not  God.  Instead,  God 
cho.se  trumpets,  pitchers,  and  torches.  In  the  ettd,  after  the 
enemy  had  been  routed  and  Israel  had  been  saved  once  | 
more,  they  could  only  say,  “What  a  wonderful  God  we 
have!”  This  was,  after  all,  God’s  plan  all  along. 

Indeed  what  a  wonderful  God  we  do  have.  He  can  deliv¬ 
er  by  m;uiy  or  by  a  few.  Makes  no  difference  to  God.  His 
power  is  not  limited  by  either  our  numbers  or  our  inabili¬ 
ties.  The  300  went  in  the  power  of  God  and  the  victory  that 
resulted  was  sweet  irxleed! 

Bradley  is  pastor,  Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport. 


At  the  erxl  of  Quarter  1  Paul  moke  of  the  church  (uni¬ 
versal  church  —  all  who  are  in  Quist)  as  the  body  of 
Christ.  Christ  is  the  head;  we  are  the  body.  For  a  body  to  be 
normal  and  healthy  it  is  necessary  that  all  members  work 
together  harmoniously,  with  each  one  carrying  out  its  des¬ 
ignated  function  under  the  control  of  the  iKad  (the  brain,  or 
control  center).  The  body  of  Christ,  the  church,  and  each  of 
its  members,  should  always  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Head,  Jesus  Christ. 

Dead  in  sin  (w.  1-3).  As  for  you  (all  of  us),  you  who 
were  dead  in  your  transgressions  (falls)  and  sins  (apparent¬ 
ly  referring  here  to  sinful  attitudes  which  lead  to  sinful 
acts)...  (v.  1)  —  Paul  is  speaking  here  to  (Thristians  about 
what  they  were  before  they  came  to  know  Christ.  You  did 
as  you  pleased,  trying  to  satisfy  whatever  sinful  desires  you 
may  have  had.  You  tried  to  satisfy  self  without  refererKe  to 
God.  God  does  not  like  to  be  ignored. 

Alive  in  Christ  (vv.  4-7).  “But  God,”  the  first  two 
words  in  a  literal  translation  of  verse  4,  emphasize  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  being  (spiritually)  dead  in  transgressions  and  sias 
and  being  made  alive  in  Christ.  Yes,  we  were  lost,  “But 
God,  being  rich  in  mercy,  because  of  his  great  love  with 
which  he  loved  us”  (v.  4)  made  all  the  differerKe.  He  made 
us  alive  (v.  4).  We  did  not  just  decide  of  ourselves  that  we 
wanted  to  be  alive  spirituafiy.  He  wanted  us  to  live.  He  -- 
took  the  initiative.  He  convinced  us  of  our  need.  He  offered 
forgiveness.  He  gave  us  a  new  nature.  And  all  of  this  was 
free!  “By  grace  you  have  been  saved”  (v.  5).  “And  God 
raised  us  up  with  Christ  and  seated  us  with  him  in  the  heav¬ 
enly  realms  in  Christ  Jesus”  (v.  6).  This  is  not  a  bodily  res¬ 
urrection  yet.  We  are  changed  from  being  dead  spiritually 
to  being  alive  spiritually.  'TTiis  new  relationship  to  Christ 
can  give  us  a  foretaste  of  what  the  complete  reality  will  be 
when  we  are  with  Christ  in  heaven. 

Being  in  Christ  (vv.  8-10).  We  were  lost.  Now  we  are 
saved.  How  did  it  happen?  Why?  What  difference  does  it 
make?  As  guilty  lost  sinners,  there  was  nothing  we  could 
do  to  save  ourselves.  Freedom  was  beyond  our  grasp. 

Being  spiritually  dead  we  were  not  even  interested  in 
change,  but  his  Spirit  communicated  with  our  spirits  show¬ 
ing  us  our  lost  condition  and  offering  the  help  we  needed. 
The  price  had  already  been  paid  in  ftill,  so  salvation  was 
being  offered  to  us  as  a  gift.  We  never  could  have  paid  for 
it  ourselves.  The  only  condition  was  that  we  trust  Jesus 
completely.  This  left  absolutely  no  room  for  boasting  on 
our  part.  We  all  had  the  same  need  and  were  saved  by  the 
same  Person.  God  loved  us  though  we  could  see  no  reason 
why.  He  is  love  and  he  loved  us  so  much  that  he  gave  him¬ 
self.  Now  “we  are  God’s  workmanship  (made  by  him),  cre¬ 
ated  in  Christ  Jesus  to  do  good  works,  which  Gt^  prepared 
in  advance  for  us  to  do”  (v.  10).  These  works  do  not 
achieve  our  salvation.  They  are  a  result  of  our  salvation  arxl 
naturally  follow  our  being  “created  in  Christ  Jesus.”  These 
changes  in  lifestyle  and  activities  are  not  an  afterthought. 
They  were  part  of  God’s  plan  from  the  beginning. 

Reconciled  in  Christ  (w.  11-22).  “But  now  in  Christ 
Jesus  you  (Gentiles)  who  once  were  far  away  have  been 
brought  near  through  the  blood  of  Christ”  (v.  13). 

“Middle  wall  of  partition”  in  the  King  James  Version,  or 
“dividing  wall  of  hostility”  in  the  New  International  Ver¬ 
sion,  represents  the  barrier  keeping  Jews  and  Gentiles  apart 
(v.  14).  A.T.  Robertson  suggested  using  the  figure  of  the 
cross  to  explain  this.  Think  of  the  upright  beam  of  the  cross 
with  Jews  on  one  side  and  Gentiles  on  the  other,  and  with 
Jews  and  Gentiles  beneath  the  transverse  beam.  Then  think 
of  God  as  being  above  the  transverse  beam.  This  makes  a 
double  barrier.  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  separated  from  each 
other  and  both  are  separated  from  God.  By  his  death  on  the 
cross  Jesus  broke  down  those  barriers  that  separate  so  that 
Jew  and  Gentile  may  be  united  and  the  whole  human  race 
may  be  reconciled  to  God.  “For  through  him  (Christ)  we 
both  have  acce.ss  to  the  Father  by  one  .Spirit”  (v.  18). 
Regardless  of  race  or  nationality  all  who  are  in  Christ  are 
fellow  citizeas  of  his  kingdom  and  members  of  his  family. 
We  are  parts  of  his  building,  his  temple,  the  dwelling  place 
of  his  .Spirit.  We  are  one  in  him. 

Kolb  is  a  retired  missionary  living  in  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

Relationships 

■  By  Ruth  Allen 

Genesis  2 


God  as  Creator  intended  for  all  people  to  enter  into  a 
twofold  relationship:  1.  A  vertical  relationship  between 
man  and  God.  2.  A  horizontal  relationship  which  extends 
from  man  to  his  fellowman  and  to  the  natural  world.  An 
effective  relationship,  both  vertical  and  horizontal,  could 
virtually  eradicate  every  problem  confronting  humanity. 
From  tte  beginning,  God  specified  the  most  workable  .solu¬ 
tion  for  eliminating  hindrances  to  harmonious  relationships 
—  putting  God  first  and  others  second.  Each  Christian 
should  seek  to  master  this  formula  for  excellent  relation¬ 
ships  as  set  forth  by  God. 

Relationship  of  God  to  man  and  man  to  God  (vv.  7-9). 
God  placed  man  in  the  perfect  setting  of  a  well-watered 
garden.  God  told  Adam  to  work  and  to  tend  the  garden. 

God  said,  “You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree  in  the  garden; 
but  you  must  not  eat  from  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil,  for  when  you  eat  of  it,  you  shall  surely  die.” 
L.D.  Johnson  states  in  his  book.  Moments  of  Reflection, 
“Love  cannot  exist  under  compulsion.  Faith  is  not  faitli 
unle.ss  unfaith  is  a  genuine  option.  Relationship  is  rich  and 
mutually  fulfilling  in  direct  proportion  to  its  mutual  volun¬ 
tariness.  Therefore,  God...  doesn't  come  on  so  strong  as  to 
overwhelm  us.”  God  gave  mankind  the  freedom  to  say 
either  yes  or  no  to  his  Creator.  God  initiates  the  relalioaship 
which  mankind  either  accepts  or  rejects. 

When  orre  establishes  the  right  relationship  with  God, 
there  is  assurance  of  salvation  which  guarantees  eternal 
life.  The  Christian  has  been  granted  the  freedom  to  live  in 
the  security  of  God’s  protection.  God  also  provided  Chris¬ 
tians  with  the  joyful  confid^ce  of  abundant  physical  and 
spiritual  sustenance.  When  a  Christian  has  a  right  relation¬ 
ship  with  God,  he  has  a  right  relationship  with  his  fellow- 
man  and  with  the  natural  world. 

Oct.  9  is  World  Hunger  Sunday  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  A  recent  ABC  “World  News  Torught”  progrtml 
emphasized  the  need  for  people  to  alleviate  world  hunger  in 
a  more  tangible  maimer.  A  long  line  of  children  gathered 
outside  a  religious-sponsored  feeding  station  on  the  island 
of  Haiti  where  economic  sanctions  had  severely  restricted 
the  food  supply.  Only  the  weak  and  malnourished  would 
get  inside  to  eat.  Patiently,  the  other  children,  hoping  to  eat, 
stood  outside  in  line.  Upon  hearing  the  blessing  pro¬ 
nounced  inside,  those  on  the  outside  knew  for  certainty  no 
food  would  be  available  for  them.  Instead  of  leaving,  they 
crowded  closer  to  watch  the  selected  ones  eat  their  rice  and 
beans.  Scenes  of  similar  heartbreak  occur  all  over  the  world 
because  many  have  opted  for  a  wrong  relationship  with 
God,  which  consequently  affects  others. 

Relationships  with  our  families  (w.  18,  21-24).  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  wedding  ceremony  in  J.H.  Hobbs’  Pastor’s 
Manual  reads,  “Marriage  is  God’s  institution  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  human  race.  In  the  (juiet  bowers  of  Eden  before 
the  forbidden  tree  had  yielded  its  fateful  fruit  or  the  tempter 
had  touched  the  world,  God  saw  that  it  was  not  good  for 
man  to  be  alone.  He  made  for  man  a  suitable  help,  and 
established  the  rite  of  marriage,  while  heavenly  hosts  wit- 
nes^d  this  heavenly  scene.  Originated  in  divine  wisdom, 
designed  to  promote  human  happiness  and  holine.ss,  this 
rite  is  the  foundation  of  the  social  order,  and  must  remain 
so  until  the  end  of  time.  So  it  is  ordained  that  a  man  shall 
leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  cleave  only  unto  his  wife 
and  the  two  shall  be  one  flesh,  united  in  hopes,  aims,  and 
sentiments  both  now  and  in  the  future.” 

This  beautiful  statement  from  the  marriage  covenant 
establishes  the  family  relationships  which  God  intended. 
God  saw  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone.  The 
Hebrew  word  states  that  God  provided  “an  answering  to.” 
Man  and  wife  answer  to  each  other’s  needs  in  every  possi¬ 
ble  way.  God  blesses  those  who  are  responsible  in  carrying 
out  the  God-ordained  relatioaships.  This  means  maintain¬ 
ing  a  right  relatioaship  with  God,  and  then  right  family 
relationships  will  naturally  ensue.  Relationships  are  impor- 
t;uit!  How  wc  relate  to  God,  fiimily,  our  fellowman.  ;uid  the 
natural  world  detennines  the  degree  of  happiness  and  com¬ 
patibility  one  can  attain. 

Allen  lives  in  Jackson. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Tupelo  site  of  first  “Friends  of  the  Viiiage” 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  ;ind  Memoiy.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
iribute  In  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Oaogia  W.  aarin 

Mary  CUoions 

Ms.  Addis  CoimaidM’ 

Mr.  *  Mr*.  Okn  E  Cim 
Mr.  *  Mi>.  GMdon  Cim 
Ms.  Dotty  Davif 
Mr.  AMis.  LnarC  Danis 
Mr.  Jool  Duikmi 
lifr.lkMn.EI.OttiarJ^. 

Ms.  Fliisfci^h  OwmWi 
Ifr.  AMrs  DiekssoUllall 
Mrs.  Dommi  HoidM 
Mrs.  Adwos  >.  HoMipfso^idi 
Mr.  Ouslw  W.  HoMm 
Mr.  *  Mis.  CoMid  D.  Matio 
Linda  McCrary 
Mr.  Mm  H.  McMuUm  Jr. 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  F.  Moncrisf 
Linda  Ftfrick 

Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Ross  Robinson 
Ms.  ShtfWy  Russell 
Ms.  Barbara  Evans  Shacfcleford 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dennis  Sesvans 
Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Micbosl  Seavero 
Mrs.  Rufus  Turmr 
Mn.  Ehodbsdi  Wakoo 
Mr.  RofsrF  W«kal 
Ms.  Kolata  H.  Washburn 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Don  Woofer 
Ms.  Eluaboih  Wkbs 
Mn.  DarthulaS.  Vtdeert 
Mr.  1)100100  BrulM 
Mn.  W.  E  Cn^iboU 
Mn.  Evelyn  C  Cox 
Ms.  Larr^  W. 

Mr.  4kMn.OooifaD.  HsMsesim 
Mn.llMMsG.KaMi 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Harris  Nylon  4k  Nmtly 
hk,  A  Mm.  WUUbi  M.  AAiMon 
Sylvia  4k  Bob  CM 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Rsffarid  Odbal 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  DonMd  l^ammasn 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Willinn  C.  MiDor 
Mr.MBDMy 
Me.  John  D.  DmMs 
BabDya 

Mas.  Alma  Louise  SmMi 
EL.Bd  wards 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Tarry  Chompioo  » 
Mm.NamtBdwwda 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Dioiins  Russwn 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Oaorga  H.  Hiomion 
CayaaBRard 
Mr.  A  Mn  .  BiiU^  Hikon 


Mr.  Habart  Errtiytan 
HoucR's  Raoaat  BC|  Broofchavoo 
Mrs.  Bdsrard  Bvana 
Mr.  JoyoaCea 
Dr.  WBBnm  Boiratt 
Mrs.  MUM  M.  OrovM 
Rav.  T.  U  BvorMt 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Cbalas  I.  Bowmm 
bb.  4k  Mn.  W.  Oayloo  lUkM 
Mrs.  EMsa  IMIot 
LaMQsyllFMa 


Mn.LaklloH.PMrcMd 
Mr.RoyF^rcbUd 
WMla  DoB  MMbabHr 
nwFiisoMpClub 
ndsMs  SS.  nC.  Vickfbuff 
Mr8.LlllaPaMkMr 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Robact  Whitobsad 
Mr*,  wmia  Pann 
Mrs.Odl  KiiUmd 
Mr*.  Oa*rtc  **Ca9kk^  PMda 
Yowif  Adult  Woonn.  Vasdon  BC 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Dsnnts  K.  Dean 
Mr*.  DaUa  nyist 

Yotng  Couples  SS,  Newhebron  BC 
Mr*.  Anal*  Ford 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  Robert  A.  Smidt 
Halan  S.Pnwmaa 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  lams  A.  Kidd 
Mr*.  Suaan  Adaoefe  Prandnfnaa 
Mr.  4k  Mn.  A.  W.  Lnif  Jr. 

Mr.  Carroll  Oarriaaii 
Mr.4kMn.  Laonank 
‘ManMTGIMa 
Mrs.  Imogsm  L  Farm 
Mf*.SMrtay  Gray 
Dr.Jkbba.CniBoamm 
Mr*.  M«7  La*  Otmt 
Mr.  4k  Mrs.  J.  B.  RussaU  Jr. 

RoBy  *T*cir  Or*v 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ron  K.  PMUips 
WMUmGntary 
Oraabar  Brodian  Inc. 


Lnry,  Lbida,  A  Lucky  IWkor 
Mr*.  WUoM  Onator 
ndalU  SS.  nC,  Crystal  Sprites 
Kim  Owfaada 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Owao 
Mr.  blu*  Haddos 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jwnas  M.  Dya 
Mr.  A  Mn  Russ«l  ScAmidt 
AFnily 

Mr*.  Anala  Halford 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Doss 
Lau  Blla  HaaiaW 
Mr.  Ooidia  WbiBiofion 
Rav.i.E&mamck 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Cnpemar 
Mr.A>M.HamniBn4 
Mr.  A  Mn.  CnioU  Bndsear  h. 

AbMr  Mr.  HMMMMd  Br. 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  AiAoay  Lea  Boom 
Mr.  Jaaaa  W.  Hmaamd  Sr. 

Mn.  MildM  E  Mps 
■ — «-  -  " - ^ 

Mr.  Jams  W.  HmamoBd  Sr. 
B*«lyaH*r«a 
Mr.AMr«.FIoydECoU 
BflkBM-dtoaa 

Ms.  Fttrioia  Walslao 
PWyd  G.  HarroB  Sr 
Orasbar  Biotfian  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  J.  D.  Harvla 
Wmfnd  A  Sin  Cook 
Norma  Harrlaan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howsid  Dawnport 
Mr.  Slao  Hawkins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Bridf** 

Mn.  V|r|^  HaiAlM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  iames  S.  Pilgrim 
DuaUn  Laa  Uaolb 
Rebaocs  SS,  DaKafb  Bsptia  Church 
UrdHcBInJr. 

Mn.  Waurona  HofUo  A  RhisnrKNi 
Mr.A.L.EIampldll 
Ready  Aons  ScilT  «d  Oiildnn 
aw*,  raan  n^Boaxoaa 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  O.  Tbs  r on  Poole 
|«17  HorrkBgloa 
Mr.  Carbow  H.  SnriA  md  NmUy 
Mr.  btarrl*  HBbiwi 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garyd  E  Braddock 
J*w*  llidgia 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  DavM  Jaakku 
kfr.JaffMgo* 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  A.  C.  PUgraon 
Mr.  E  W.  BoBlaipwartb 
Mn.  Lamar  L  Oowwt 
Rabarl  llalRn|*worth 
Tha  Joe  Bunch  Family 
Me*.  Earlam  RoBIs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E  L  Bolios 
Mr.AMr*  JolmCwitnU 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Ong  Uhl 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Jo*  Vaughm 
hfrs.  EarBa*  Hollto 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Jimmie  E  Pook 
Vara  Root  IM  an* 


Mr.  A  Mn.  V.  L  Howell  A  Fsrmlv 
Mr.  Briggs  Hapaon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  B«n  F.  HwhI  ITl 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  F.  T.  McFbereon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  OcraM  E.  Brwidnek 
Mn.  Charias  Hooker 
J.L.Harm 
lA*.  RiAyCWmBwn 
Mr.MartMHaAs* 

Mr.  AMn.  Aubrey  Laa  Boone 
Mr.RBlIRsApsib 
BilL  RisA,  Laum,  Jim  A  Peery  Rigby 
Mn.SvH*arffkMw 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibm  Rice 

Mn.  Aftia  Virginia  Merrin 
Pk*acl*M.Bumm 
Mr.  AMn.  R.  B.  Jones 
Caarge  Harold  Ingram 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rohert  K«mp 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Drvria  Strawbrnigr 
BUI  Jackaon 

Mr.  A  Mn.  isitir.*  A  KmH 
tliarlaa  JacAaen 
Mrs.  Beoky  Montgornerv  MiBndr 
Mr*.  Louise  Jackson 
Iha  Lamar  Kimbiough  Fsmtiv 
Mr.  Sluarl  Jacob 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Kathloaa  Jsaalnfs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Oampion 
Joba  Jalee' 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Maunce  Tyiar 

QBbart  Jabaaati 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  Dew 
Mack  Isbasaa 
LadissOSS.IMayBC 
Mr*.  Chriallas  JiAasau 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Vivian  JalMaon 
Mr.  A  Mm.  John  Robert  OiiflWt 
Bolh  Jaaaa 

Natans,  Bud,  ToMia,  Bonn  Benmtt 
Ms.  Elouis*  Sav^ 

Dr.  Bon  lams 
Miss  EarlbM  Woods 
Mr*.  Wlaaka  H.  Jaaaa 
Mr.  AMn.  R.B.  Jonas 
PsaHaa  H.  Jonaa 
Mr-  A  Mn.  R.  B.  Jonas 
Mr.  Thamaa  G.  KoMi 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E  L.  Bacnen  Jr. 

Paul  Holland  SS.  Hollmdalc  BC 

(to  be  continued) 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  Lucy  Cellar 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Willi«n  C-  Wilson 
Earl  Carver 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

S.N.  Casey 
Mn.  Haael  E  Diainam 
Mr*.  SalUa  Cavla 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Robert  A.  Smith 
Mr*.  Kathy  L.  CavtsMOS 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Denial  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Doss 
Mr.EP.amppall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Tidwell 
NolaaCbedi 
Mn.  Rubenis  S.  Hsnhn 
Mr.  T.  G.  Cobb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Rogen 
Mr.  RuaaeU  Cohron  Sr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  R.  Sutphen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Junes  P.  Cole  Jr. 

ShAky  Cole 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  McPhail 
MurM  Coleman 

Ladies  II  SS,  Bovins  BC,  Vtcksbuig 
Mr.  RufUa  Coidae 
Mn.  Kaduyn  H.  Hutton 
Mr.AMr3.W.S.  Cook 
Winfred  A  Sue  Cook 
hA*.  Nm  E  Cooley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallicc  W.  Johnson 
Preatim  Cbofcr 

TEU  SS,  SptmgfWId  BC,  Monon 
Mr.  AMrs.HoydECeU 
Mr*.  PWaulas  Carbon 
SUoam  BC,  Maadvilk 
QnjCmOkr 
Ora  Boptsat  Church,  Cbttias 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Psul  Mooosy 
tsraaiECau 
Mr.  AMrs.C.G.Oyder 
Mn.  Haas!  E  Duonra 
kA*.  Loeuwe  BaMM  Cos 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raynnod  F.  Quimi 
LuclBaA.Oaida 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Iwnas  A.  Kidd 
kA*.JaaaOa^ 

Sr.  AdukSS,  LakaCoiiKK 
Bay  Spring* 

FPaokDasr 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  R.  E  Evaras 
Dr.J.  T.DiA* 

BanyABiUDm 
Mks.  MarUm  DiBaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stwday  EUis 
Mr.  AMr*.  JmmG.Huwo 
DoaMDavA 

SavauiA  Wam  Asaociaboo 
Mra.  MMaia  DovA 
Mr.  A  hA*.  D.  D.  PnmarSr. 

Ms.  Cbseyl  D.  SiAdi 
kA.CiMriaaLDami 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Tom  Rioa 
kdr.  Jadaau  DaPaae* 

Mr.  CartaM  H.  Smith  and  PwAly 
Mn.  Kay  Hollitnan 
Mr*.  Mary  Dkfccy 
Day  WMU  Group,  Midway  BC. 
Jackson 

JoaatUa  PawdA 
Graabar  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Robert  Deyla 
Mn.  R.  C.  Bryan 
imalAr  Duka 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Jaakins 
Mr*.  W.  A.  (Dal  ark  Pyrou)  Dunaway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Junss  Dromas  Bnaon 
Mn.  Enwst  A.  Curray  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howasd  B.  Grubbs 

Ms.  OwiB  Bee 

Ms.  Dovoy  Brown 

Ms.  Heku  Lewis 

Ms.  Anaa  Baris 

Ms.  V^Phmr 

Ms.  PArioAGoadoB 

Ms.JoAmCiAw*II 

Ms-DsbroMoOha* 

Ms.  (Roria  Ibemas 
Mil  Auasraou 
MaryChnoos 
UudaMoCfoty 
UMaProriek 
David  Roe* 

JmalSndA 
BwbroaTMsr 
Mwy  WUUs 
Mn.  Jeho  Hontnact 
Soudi  Camrri  Ball 
Msnagar/Assistant  Msoagar 
Jeff  Aodstson 
Mr.  A  bA*  E  J.  BaosIM 


Mrs.  ketblc  Mae  Allan 
The  Ruth  Wallace  Family 
Dunk  A  Berry  Wallace 
Rcthic  Mac  Allen 
Concord  BC,  McCall  Creek 
Don  ArcndaA 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Noel  Waits 
Rabert  Arrlagtaa 
Pastors  SS,  Hsnnony  BC. 

Crystal  Springs 
Mr*.  Linda  AtkcAon 
Mrs.  Mwy  V.  Goldir^ 

Ms.  JuM  Miller 
Mr.BUl  Aatry 
Mr.  AMn.  F.C.Hobgood 
WlUlam  H.  Bailey 
Ms.  Augurta  Peacock 
Frank  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Jenkins 
Jerry  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Chuiyion 
Pate  Bankston 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Pettay 
Mr.  Chnics  Bnilcld 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Clarence  Triplet! 
Jayson  Specialty  Adveitismg 
Madtoon  Barnes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Loo  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Mr.  Sam  Bates 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Biglsn* 

O.  K.  Batte 
Mrs.  Alton  B.  Smiih 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Bottou 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edwin  G.  Evans 
Mr.  JaoM  E  ‘JloT  Boagb 
Ms.NottieWaiis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oliver  Bdwwds 
RkhordBayv 
YAe  Sues*  BC,  ClavalwKl 
MAiCWaBAi 
Miss  Fiwtcaa  Psiguson 
Mr*.  Bownatt 
Mr*.  Edwin  B.  Csipusr 
Mra.Vara*L«»Ban7 
Rev.  A  Mn.  D.  C.  Hwtky 
Grace  Blackwifl 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Hmoab  BtoyUek 
Ibo  Bnoc  Froy  Fonily 
Mr.  Jaau*Bolwi 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  C.  FUgnan 
Claraaca  Boauatt 
Mr.  A  hks.  E  E  Bvoros 
Mr*.  Anuta  Mat  BiatwiB 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edph  Cwrol  A  Fnmly 


kA*.banaLBflk**r 
Mra.MaryR*yd 
Mn.  Onl  KnUawd 
Ml*.  Joula  Bfewwor 
Mrs.  D.  P.  IkaAao  Jr. 

. . 

Rav.  A  Mn.  HaroU  Hwri*  A  Fwmly 
PkwAli  Brock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pisak  R.  TWner 
Looata  A  Batty  Harris 
Mr.  Jabn  M.  Breito  ST 
Dr.  A  Mn.  W.  D.  Aurtin 
Mr.  J.C.BCWWO 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bufoid  Barry 
Mrs.  Pala  Brown 
Casctlla  Baplirt  Chutch 
Mr*.  VIrglala  Brown 
bba.  Mwy  Nell  May 
Bayawad  Btowa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ciutis  Evans 
David  Bryan 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Robart  A.  Smith 
Mr*.  Jeon  Bryaui 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  T.  McNur 

Mr*.  June  Bts^ftagham 
Mr.  A  hk*.  Bin  ToBasoa 
MreOiwkm  WMss 

ClMrl**Bi<iri 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E  H.  Scraps 
WMRtmg* 
lA.  A  Mn.  LaaoBunaga 
Mary  Brawn  CridwiB 
kk*.  O.  Jobnaon 
Mr*.  Pm^  La*  Caldwal 
J.  W.  A  Sue  Holder 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Gory 
Mr.JolmCCflEaaa 
Mr.  WadsMeOlotkta 
Mn.  LonaaB.Psalar 
Mr*  Muan  E  Waleh 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dunk  K.  Doan 
Mr*.  Baku  Caulwkury 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Woods 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jay  Goto  ID 
Mr*.  Valon  Cmatbaa 


AUG.  1, 1994- 
AUG.  31,1994 


HONORS 


Mr*  Barrie  ARman 
Relatives.  Otuich  Family  A  Friends 
Steven  A  Cheryl  Slmmona  Bamat 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lon 
MmkBooM^ 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ronald  B.  Bosaige 
Ron  Beaarga 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ronald  B.  Bosaigc 
Nall  Buiiesi  A  Wendy  Guticdgc 
Burton 

M'^.  Mary  Lou  1.4>n 
Nancy  Bush 
MtA  Susan  Bush 
Mrs.  Vara  R.  Byrd 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Ronald  E  Byrd 
Mr*.  Rulh  Dickens 
Ml.  A  Mrs.  Alkn  Clark 
Mrs.  <  lara  Farmer 
Ms.  Oteryl  D.  Smith 
Mrs.  Maggie  Haggard 
Mrs.  Ada  Mae  Hickman 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Price  Harris 
Mrs.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs*  Lae  Hatridi 
Mrs.  Jean  Allgood 
Dr.  A  bk*.  CWfc  Honslay 
Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Jerry  Jackaon 
Mn.  Polly  JwMcn 
»  bfr.  A  Mrs.  Horace  Karr 
Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
bfr.Karmtt  King 
bln.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  John  bteCatt 
Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Dr.  A  Ml*.  RaoroU  Mdnttr* 

Mn.  Sin  P.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Paul  Nuaaary 
Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  Gkn  PemM 
Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Jim  A  Wyoaa  Rainey 
lack  A  Annie  Lee  Qniichwelt 
Mr*.  Carlua  Robert* 

Alothasn  SS,  Collins  BC 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Norman  Rodgn* 

Mn.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mr«.ButoSaafrod 
AJalbaMSS,CoUiiwBC 
Dr.  Cathy  8«*uaw 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howwd  Sasswas 
Mr*.  Jane  flkaiaa 
Eloisa  CnwsJay  SS,  IVC  CobaiAu* 
bir.  A  Mrs.  Chorlm  Blanfard 
Mn.  Jean  AJIgood 
JahaW.TnylarJr 
Office  Su4T.  Chaooaty  Cladk, 

Holly  Springs 
bir*.  Doradiy  Walbar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Allan  Owk 
Albort  and  Margie  Waraock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  R.  Taw  A  Fwndy 
Mr.  A  Mrs*  Hobart  WUIfaaw 
Baptist  LadicA  SS.  PBC  Sledge 


MEMORIALS 


Daughter  of  Mrs.  cjhamplaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Boh  McCofd 
Mother  of  Bll  PhlUlps 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  E  Cook 
Motinr  of  Mrs.  Carl  Ooor 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bwnay  E  Cook 
M*th*r  of  Mr*  Hiiwoy  Joum 
bfr.  A  bks.  Bwnay  E  Cook 
btothar  of  Mr*.  Richard  Omathom 
bk.  A  Mn.  Bwmy  E  Cook 
SMar  of  BMy  Wrikw  (Jacfcl*) 

Mr.  A  kks.  Olan  Kh^ 

SMorof  LaRha  Far^aa 
Mwid*  Bwmy  SS,  Oahlaa  BC. 

Olosasr 

Damoa  Adaou 
Mn.  Mada  C.  Oittingar 
Mn.  Lola  Jeffries 
Mn.  Haael  Jonas 
MIRon  Ad*m* 

Mr.  A  bln.  David  Jafddns 
Mr*.  BMa  Alaumdar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  S.  Raybom 
bfr*.  Rdlila  Allen 
Mr.  A  bk*.  Paicy  Peeler  A  MfckoH 
\ 


On  Monday  evening,  September  12, 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  held  its  first 
regional  “Friends  of  the  Village*  meeting 
at  the  Lee  County  Associational  Office  in 
Tupelo.  Approximately  sixty  individuals 
from  a  six-county  area  gathered  there  for 
a  delicious  steak  dinner  prepared  by  Rev. 

William  Smith, 
Director  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  J.  C. 
Prather.  Every¬ 
one  enjoyed  a 
short  dramatiza¬ 
tion  by  some  Vil¬ 
lage  youth. 
Attorney,  Sean 
Milner  shared 
his  testimony 
about  life  at  The 
Village.  Sean 
was  a  resident 
BCV  Alumnus,  Sean  here  for  1 8  years 
Milner  addresses  pas-  and  is  now  an 
tors  and  lay-people  at  attorney  in  Jack- 
“Friends  of  The  Village*  son  and  an 
Conference  in  Tupelo,  active  alumnus 


of  the  BCV. 

Following  the  dramatization  and  testi¬ 
mony,  BCV  Executive  Director  Ronny 
Robinson  led  the  group  in  a  “what  ir  ses¬ 
sion  as  they  were  challenged  to  dream 
about  minisby  to  children  in  the  northeast 

area  of  our  - 

state.  The  input 
received  will  be 
helpful  in  devel¬ 
oping  plans  for 
ministry  out¬ 
reach  in  the 
Tupelo  and 
northeast  Mis¬ 
sissippi  area. 

Other  region¬ 
al  meetings  are 
to  be  scheduled 
across  the  state, 
if  you  are  inter-  Long-time  friend  of 
ested  in  attend-  The  Village,  Rev.  Guy 
ing  please  con-  Reedy  was  one  hon- 
tact  the  BCV  ored  guest  at  this  first 
office  at  922-  “Friends  of  The  Village” 
2242.  area  conference. 


Baptist  Children’s  Village  guests  enjoy  an  informational 
program  and  a  steak  dinner  provided  by  Lee  Baptist  Associ¬ 
ation  staff. 


Executive  Director, 
Ronny  Robinson  chal¬ 
lenges  northeast  Mis- 
sissippians  in  the  area 
of  ministry  outreach. 


Participants  build  friendship 
at  Fall  Festival  of  Marriage 


Ebbie  and  Donna  Smith.  Former 
missionaries  to  Indonesia,  they 
now  live  in  Fort  Worth,  where  he 
is  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Among  their  “qualifications”  to 
teach  the  workshm,  they  cite  the 
loss  of  their  second  son  to  an  auto 
accident  overseas,  and  their  pres¬ 
ence  in  Indonesia  during  the  com¬ 
munist  coup  in  1%S.  Married  40 
years,  it  sounds  as  if  they’ve  had 
more  than  their  share  of  stress. 

Ellis  and  I  both  wanted  to 
attend  this  workshop.  Our  life 
together  seems  to  have  been  filled 
with  stress  fi’om  the  begirming.  It 
only  s^ts  easier  as  we  learn  to  deal 
with  it  better,  not  because,  the 
stress  comes  less  often  or  in  small¬ 
er  doses.  I  suppose  it ’s' the  same 
for  everyone.  Again,  we  learn 
we’re  doing  better  than  we 
thou^t. 

The  Smiths  drive  home  the' 
point  that  stress,  anxiety,  and  ten¬ 
sion  will  never  leave  us.  The  only 
way  to  alleviate  them  are  to 
improve  the  way  we  react  to  them. 
It’s  up  to  US.  The  Smiths  cite 
Jesus’  retreat  from  the  throngs  on 
the  shore  of  Galilee.  Even  tlmugh 
he  was  God,  he  had  to  get  away. 

“Having  stress  doesn’t  mean 
you’re  a  bad  Christian,”  say  the 
Smiths.  “It  doesn’t  mean  you 
don’t  have  any  faith.  It  just  means 
you  are  human.” 

One  tip  they  gave:  Respond  to 
all  problems  as  if  they  were  mere 
vexations,  not  tragedies. 

Among  stressors  in  marriage, 
they  cite  role  confusion,  no 
extended  family,  and  fast-paced 
lifestyles.  We  can  attest  to  that! 

The  be.st  formula  they  found  for 
breaking  the  cycle  of  stres.sors;  the 
Serenity  Prayer.  “Lord,  grant  me 
the  serenity  to  accept  the  tilings  1 
cannot  change,  the  courage  to 
change  the  things  I  oan,  and  the 
wisdom  to  know  the  difference.” 


Saturday  afternoon.  After  the 
workshop,  we  have  the  afternoon 
free.  We  drive  around  New 
Orleans,  but  purposely  avoid  plan¬ 
ning  anything  —  what  a  luxury! 

(to  be  continued) 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1994 
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OCWJGY  HKXG:  UKZVGGP 

This  week' s  due:  G  eijuals  E. 

Have  fun  xvilh  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
fames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  tlu  piazle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week’s  puzzle:  Proverbs  Sixteen:  Two. 
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David  and  Jacqua  Truitt  led  a  workshop  on  “Freedom  of  Foroiveness’ 
during  the  Fall  Festival  of  Marriage  conference  at  New  Orleans  seminary, 
Sept.  16-18.  (BP  photo  by  Terri  Lackey) 
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